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October 2, 1939 


Miss Laura Ingalls 
121 Station itoad 
Great Neck 

Long Island, New York 


Dear Miss Ingalls: 

I have your letter of September 13, 1939, 
addressed to Mr. Nathan, wherein you again offer your 
services to the Federal Bureau of Investigation dur¬ 
ing tjie present emergency. 

At present, it is not contemplated that 
the investigative work in this Bureau will be per¬ 
formed by any other than regularly appointed special 
agents. Appointment is limited to male applicants. 

However, I want to express my deep appreciation 
of your offer of assistance, and I assure you that it 
has been recorded for reference in the event it is 
found possible to utilize your services in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Ely J. Edgar Hoover) 
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121 Station Road 
Great Neck 
.Long Island, N. Y. 

September 13, 1939 


^iJir. Harold Nathan, Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.'S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Nathan: 

Please accept my thanks for your acknowledgment 
of August 25th to my letter offering my services to the 
FBI. 

In view of the tremendous developments through¬ 
out tiie world during the past weeks, it seems inconceiv¬ 
able Jhat there is nothing which a woman of intelligence 
education and background could do to help safeguard the 
interests of this country in the present crisis. 

I again renew my offer. 

Sincerely yours, 

M 

Laura Ingalls * 
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121-Station Itoa'^r 

Great Neck 

Long Island, N. Y. 

August 20, 1939 


. Edgar Hoover,' Esq. 

; Director Bureau Federal Investigation 
Yfeshington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 

Could you by any chance use in your organization the 
services of a woman flyer? 

I own two airplanes and have been flying ten years with¬ 
out a crack-up. I have 2,300 solo hours on all types of aircraft. 
X am without immediate family and am free to go anywhere at any 
time. 

Since the Army, Navy and Airlines have recently so 
absorbed AViation activity, there is literally no chance for a 
woman to secure a job in flying. I need such a job if I wish to 
continue to fly - which I do. 

It occurred to me that in some way I might be able to 
work for you through the medium of my airplanes and perhaps serve 
my country as well - something I long to do 5 - even though I am a 
woman - even in times of peace. 

I fly down to Washington every now and then and could 
arrange to see you at your convenience if you think there is some¬ 
thing I could do. 

I am quite serious - and I hope that you will consider 
this letter in that light and be kind enough to let me hear from 
you. 

Sincerely yours. 


/s/ Laura Ingalls 
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Records and Resume of Flying Career of 
• LAURA INGALLS 


N.B. All flying listed below carried out Solo 


December 23, 
June 

September 


April 

12 , 

May 

4 , 

May 

26, 

August 

13, 

August-Sept. 

October 



1928 - Soloed on Roosevelt field, Mineola, Long Island, N.Y. 

1929 - Enrolled in Universal flying School, Lambert-St. Louis Field 

1929 - Obtained limited Commercial License from Department of Commerce 

1930 - n Transport license - 15th woman in U.S. " " " 

Graduated from Universal Flying School Transport course with 
mark of 98 - only girl in the School. 

'v 

1930 - Established Women's Loop record in D. H. Gipsy Moth over 

Larabert-St.. Louis Field - 344 loops. Previous record 47 loops. 

1930 - Bettered first loop record at Muskogee, Okla. by making 980 
consecutive continuous loops in 3:40 (D. H. Gipsy Moth) 

1930 - Established World barrel-roll record for men and women of 714 
rolls over Lambert-St. Louis Field. (D. H. Gipsy Moth) 

t 

1930 - Y/on third place Women's Dixie Derby from Washington, D. C. to 
Chicago, Ill. Pii z e $800. 

1930 - Established first Women's Transcontinental round trip record 
between Roosevelt Field and Grand Central Air Terminal, Glen¬ 
dale, California and return. Time 30:25 to California; 

25:20 on return flight to Roosevelt Field. Airplane: D. H. 

Gipsy Moth. 


January 


1934 - Granted 3rd Class Radio Telephone license with authority to 
use code. Call letters K H T J £ 


February 28, 1934 - Sbok off from North Beach Airport, Jackson Heights, L. I. in 
\ Lockheed Air Express for flight to South America.. 


March 


a. 


March 


1934 - Tbok off from Miami for Havana, Cuba. Crossed the Caribbean 

Sea to Merida, Yucatan. Continued down through Central America 
to France Field, Cristobal, Canal Eon a. 

13, 1934 - Flew non-stop from France Field, Cristobal, C.Z. to Talara, Peru, 
a distance of 1296 miles - 460 miles over water. Continued 
down the West Coast of South America to Santiago, Chile. 

March 21, 1934 - She Andes were crossed at an altitude of 18,000 ft. through the 

Uspallata Pass between Santiago, Chile and Mendoza, Argentina. 
N.B. Shis is the first solo flight by an American woman over 

these formidable mountains and has only been accomplished , 
previously by two other women. (German and French)$ 
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Tie flight continued to Buenos Aires and up the East coast of 
South America, touching at Para, at the mouth of the Amazon, 
■:! Paramaribo, in the jungles of Butch Guiana, Port of Spain, 

Trinidad and up through the West Indies to Miami. 

April 227 1934 - Arrived Miami, Florida. 

April 25, 1934 - " New York, *loyd Bennett Field, completing 17,000 mile 

flight. 

Records established on South American flight: 

Tie longest solo flight ever made by a woman - 17,000 miles 
Tie first solo flight by a woman from North to South America 
Tie first solo flight around South America by man or woman 
Tie first complete flight by a land plane around South 
'America by man or woman. 

Tie first land plane to negotiate the perilous route up 
the East coast of South America. 

Tie first American woman to fly the Andes solo. 

(Miss Ingalls was awarded the Harmon Trophy for Women in 
1934 for this outstanding achievement). 

January 26, 1935^- Obtained S. A. T. R. license at Union Air Terminal, Burbank, 

California. Test given by James H. Kinney, Department of . 

, Commerce inspector and specialist in blind flight and radio 
experiment for the Government. 

N.B. Tiis is the first time this license has been issued to 


July 


a woman. 

February 1, 1935 - Took delivery on Lockheed ORION NR 14222. 

Low wing monoplane. Re tractable landing gear; Pratt & 

Whitney Wasp (supercharged); Hamilton controllable propeller; 

' air brakes (flaps); Sperry Oyro Pilot; Westport radio com¬ 
pass and receiver. Gas capacity 630 gallons; oil 40 gallons. 
Range - 3500 miles. 

This is the first time a woman has operated an airplane of 
this type equipped with the most modern mechanical devices 
. ' either in the United States or in Europe. 

11, 1935 - Established non-stop record from ELoyd Bennett Held to 

Union Air Terminal, Burbank, Cal. Time: 18:19. (Lockheed ORION) 
Tie first woman to make this flight establishing an initial 
record for Women from East to West. 

The flight surpassed the previous l!en‘s record by 5j hours. 

N.B. Tie East to West non-stop flight has only been accom¬ 
plished twice before in the history of flying in the 
United States. § 











September 12,1935 - 


(P.S.) 


- 3 - 'WmS!S9K^K 

; ' • J'V. • '^;r A r V<’r '* 

'. ( -v;\ 

Non-stop flight from Union Air Terminal, Burbank^ ’;uQSS5%S 
ELoyd Bennett Airport, New York - Time: 13:34-05. 

Ibis flight surpassed Miss Earhart's non-stop re cord 
1932 by 5j hours and her two stop record by approxiroateSpS 
3# hours. Miss Earhart’s transcontinental records weie^the 
only previous records for the transcontinental route es- 
tablished for Women. (Lockheed ORCON). ■’%?/?■ 

N.B. Both East to West and Yfest to East records for non- 

stop flight for Women are held by Lockheed ORCON V^jv 
NR 14222. . * ' ; 

The East to West record however is for both men and 


women.. 


...October 28, 1935. 


September 


1933 - 


I936 - Yfon 2nd Prize in Bendix Race - $2500 
_ New York to California Solo 

Time: 15:15 

Ship: Lockheed ORION. 

1938 - Instrument Rating from CAA 

(Blind flight & Radio technician) 

Precision Acrobatics 
Exhibition on Yfest Coast 
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September 9, 1941 




PXRSOKAL AND ©OHII Will WE* 
BT SPECIAL MESSEHOER 


Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. 0. 


Dear Mr. Berlei 

As of possible Interest to you there it 
enclosed herewith a memorandum setting forth Infor¬ 
mation available regarding Miss Laura Ingalls, well- 
known American ariatrlx. This matter la being brought 
to your attention in view of information indicating \ 
that Kisi Ingalls possibly in Company with other *•>,- 
persons may try to travel to Germany and assist that 
country in its propaganda campaign. r '!/ V'-> 

It is requested that any information In * 
your possession that would tsnd to substantiate the 
reoorts regarding the sympathies of Miss Ingalls, at 
veil as Information regarding any recent application 
for a passport, bs furnished thle Bureau. <• 

. ... ••• 

Inquiries are being nade to determine the C\ 
extent of the activities of Klee Ingalle, and^hpon-’ 
the receipt of reports copies will be designated for' 

your attention. : «• Vo r 

cr. --H i 

Sincerely yours 


I. ». TlK>M» 
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Laura Ingalls, a vell-knovn American avlatrlx, 
addressed a letter to the federal Bor tan of lores tlg&tlori ' 
on August 20, 1939, stating that the va« Interested in oV- *■ 
talning a position In view of the fact there vat no chance V 
for a woman to secure a Job flying for the Any, Bevy ar . ... •*;; r l•. -\ 3 

commercial airlines. She stated at that tine that the had ^v, T V' ^ 

been flying for a period of ten years and had 2,300. solo , 
hours on all types of aircraft, in addition to owning■ 
personally tvo airplanes. . \ • .",: £* 

Attached to this letter vat a resume of • Hise^^ • 

Ingalls 1 flying career, indicating that on December'23, 1926, I 1 
she made her first solo flight at Roosevelt Weld, Mined*,.. 'y< ^ 

Long Island, lev fork. In dune, 1929, she enrolled in the ' . •*£•>&*. 
Universal flying School located at Lambert-St. Loult Weld, V! 

. St. Louis, Missouri, She obtained her limited oommerolal £ v*-, ?*S fedl? 

license from the Department of Commerce in September,'19^,^-$^ 

■ • and her transport license on April 12,' 1930,' Subsequent" 1 V|§jy; 
to that time, during the year 1930, she established several 
vorld recordi for women flyers. I ft January, '1934/Mist* •’?*»; ‘ 

Ingalls was grantsd a third-class radio telephone license ‘ 

'• with authority to use code and vas furnished with the code Av^’ 
letters KB f £J. In 1934 she also made an extended air •$$ If 
^ tour through Central and South America of . over 17,000 miles itfj& '.$?'¥*' 
and set various records in solo flights for vomsn. As a '»£ep .t***-;*•■'$*& Xi 

result of this activity she vas avardsd the Harmon Trophy tot-***^ 

Women. I 

On January 26, 1936, Miss Ingalls obtained & 

S. A. T. R, license at Burbank, California, and had been .F 1 * 
given teste by James H. Kinney, Department of Oonmerce 

inspector and speolallst In blind flight and radio experiment V 'iwk, 
c for th. Oor.rnB.nt. j .... 

> , htic f r^ IPA ^-:^ • 
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On mmry 1, 1W5, Kits Inwall* took deliverT 
on a Lockheed Orion, KB 14323, which It a low wing monopl an e. A; v^, 
this plane the established several non-stop records for ! *>■ 
flying from Tloyd Bennett Held, Wew Tork City, to tha v t 

tTnlon Air Terminal, Burbank, California, and In 1936 won ‘ 
second prist of $2,500 In the Bendlx Baoe fron Wew fork\to 'W'&vk 
-California. (oxmSRS) ; * * £ '■ \ >^7 : J"P- 

' •• • ■ -- • •- v v « * ‘ s "\y&qp> 

' * - ■ Ia lw ®» WLie Ingalls rettired her' InktrimenV"® 
rating froa the Clril Aeronautics Authority at a result of ^ 
her qualifying In blind flying and radio technician work. ^ln;-ife 
the same year she engaged In precision asrobatlcs exhibitions 
on the West Ooaet. - >. I 
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The abore-nentioned letter froa Mies Ingalls 
reflected that the vae residing at 121 Station *oad, Crtht^felf® 
Isck, Long Island, Wew fork, at that tlas. , >?(67-134O86MSvS^i§<0OTJ 


The Hew fork Tines dated' Bepteabsr 2V1939, 
reported that Catherine Curtis, who allegsdly has fascist • V.?.£?vi*' 
leanings and affiliations, and Laura Ingalls rainly sought ao'^f’plvffc't 
hearing before a Senate Comalttee. It was undsrstood that • 
this request for a hearing was related to the distribution ef ' 
propaganda froa an airplane In the vicinity of the White louse &&$$$$ 
by Use Ingalls, and that Miss Curtis was in toes way involved 
in this transaction., (61-7560-4535) . *2 ! 


n sons way inTOlTOd 


#1 . Aa ? a A P ril *• 1*41# inforaation was received froa a?. 
confidential eourcs that Laura Xngallt made an appointment : ' 

With Hu* fhoMM. Hlnl.tsr Pl.nipoUatlary and ohw*e 

ad interim of the Carman Wmbassy,'Washington, D. 0., for that %fd. *®|e£V‘ 
afternoon. This appointment was apparently apart of the *■ '■ .dr-. > •“ 

negotiation by Miss Ingalls to obtain a visa. (Confile - 65-28688-220)^*2'* 

Information was received froa a confidential eourcs 
in Los Angeles, California on July 12, 1941, that elose 
association with Laura Ingalls had determined that by her own ?W 
statement the was raised by a German nurse until she was seven . ;£) 

years of age; that her Bother was German; and that the is pro- 
German. She stated in definite terae that she adalrss Hitler 


^ 
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and that it It bar plan to fly to Washington ana fM' * 

Bents to fly to London, England, on what the tor.. *a p«M« " 

mlaeion. * Fro. London It it her plan to fly to Berlin, (hr***Tl 
and »ake peace proposals in both capitals. Mite In f* U# 5Jf. ■ !' 

not indicate that she had the financial hacking or the political•,.i 
hacking to carry out this project. She asked ths informant U< 
he would care to travel to Germany la ttew of the fact;.that 
there is much work to he done hy Americans ever there* .espeOiMl|^|^^^M 
by people who know how to use a typewrite* and haw# 

command of the Shgllsh language. ^\ l 

• x •> ,**•*;«v. v-' 

Laura Ingalls was observed hy the informant to' J‘y 
proceed to the Western Union Telegraph Office at Teraont *ad fp, 

Washington Streets, Los Angeles, California, where she -r .. h 

addressed a telegram to Dr. Hans Borchers, the German Consul 
in Hew York City,.hut the telegram was sent to San Franclsee.<$. 

California. Ho Information was available as to ths content** 
of the telegram or as to how. Miss Ingall .signed her^name. ^.';^ < 

The informant farther stated that fftllovinr the sending of ■ ^ >• 

this talerra® Mise Ingall s proceeded t o 


i 
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The above events transpired daring the evening 
July 11* 1941, and between ten and ten thirty that evening^i^V 
Kiss Ingalls received a Western_l[n lon telegram while in * 
attendance connection (with the 

receipt of thW3reTWi«^!3ffl # allegedly stated that the ^ 
%rae well acquainted with Dr. Hans Bor chert and Captain Frits 
Wiedemann, German Consul, San Francisco, California. 8he 
also indicated that she had offered her •ervicee to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on two occasions and stated., 
that she wanted to do some writing In Germany to tell ths ,;V - 
American people ths truth about conditions in that country* .. 

Miss Ingalls further stated that it was her under¬ 
standing that the Gestapo has a complete list of all ths 
Influential men In every large oity in ths United State*, t 
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vhftt their rices ere, whether they would he MtntUl to hrlhe* 
and the approzlmte price necessary to obtain their favor. 
jyfleal Among her statements praising Germany werel 

e'_ _ e_ A _ .L. .. ' ' : V . . ' *'?•' '• • • "i 


•Germany le a building country. America le in chaos. 
The Germane here the best brain* In the world and are 
the finest organisers. Ton will be enrprle.i to see - 
what they Intend to do In Afrlea. They bar* scientific 
ainds and there Isn't a laty bone In the body of a 
German." 
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With reference to the statement 'by Mi** Inwall* : Vw/.V* .‘jj 
that she had offered her service* to the FederalBureau of /"\V.;/ 
Investigation, Mi«« Eleanor Felt. 1480 Country Club Brlva, 

Burbank, California» on July 3, 1940, called at the .lot 
Angeles Office of the TO and advised that eh* was 
worker for HU* Laura Inwall* of the *a»e 4ddr#**e 8he • •. 

•tat.d that Miss Inwall* ovned two airplane* iniAich^eha _* 

flew around the country and net nany influential people. V 

purpose of her call was to offer the terrieee of Hie* l 0 , <*$:**$. \[ 

in national defense natter*. It would appear that the letter 

from Hiss Inrall* referred to hereinbefore and the above ;f: .1 ¥ : 

contact comprise her offer of .Trice, to the Federal Bureau,,. 

of Investigation on two occasion** • 

Information vat reoeived from a etrlctly confl- ! 

dentlel source that on Auguet 2d, 1MX. IbAtt BenshAdla e 
Wagner, wife of frits Wegner, messenger of the Oermnn Xmbaeey, , 

Washington. B. C.. contacted Klee Julia Kreu., ■» <ej^Xey.. 
of the Alley Dwelling Authority of the District of Columbia, ,• •, ■ % ■. 

whi le alleged to poetess strong pro-German eysipathie*. It ^ ■ 

Indicated at the time of this contact that Uura lngjll. ,, 

and a Hiss French were In Vaehingtoh, D. 0., and that bo •: 

would Ilk* to fly to Germany on » good will tour to tell th , 

German people that the American, are not fining * h * 

Frau Wagner Indicated that she would try to find out all the , 

necessary detail. Involved In order that they might proceed . .. , - 

to Germany. (Connie, Washington, D. C., August 85, 1941) ’ ,;v ’ 
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Information wn» received from thi* oa*e source 
on Augu*t 17, 1941, thnt Hi** Irau. contacted Frau Wagner 
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Assistant Dir actor E. J* Donnelley 
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At this point, Kiss Kraus indicated that Kiss Ingalls was goiag| 
to be in Kent Tork for another week or two. Tbs reference Bureau letter/^.' 
furnished the Jfew Tork address of Kiss Ingalls as 42 Park Avenue, 
la assumed that this la the address at which she can bo rsachod* .KLas '^P 


Kraus during the above contact asked Tagner whether ha wanted the address^ 
of Hiss Ingalls In Kev Tork. He stated that this was not necessary, and 
he preferred that Kiss Kraus act as an Intermediary. 

In view of the above eircuaistancea. it is believed that an Inna s -' .' 
diets, thorough and discreet investigation be node Into the aotltitles of 
Laura Ingalls, In view of the fact that she may be transmitting Informatics 
vital to the national defense effort to representatives of the German'^** 
Ootorment. Tho utmost caution should be exercised 1 a this ln?eeti|^iIo&r 
since any leak would probably rofleot the manner In which the 'bri|diuFfp*j 
Information wsa received. It la xy Intention to hold you personally 
responsible In this case to insure immediate and thorough lnveatlga.tica.^p • 
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Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Itoover 
Director 
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septeabur 16# 1941 
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ur>nor able Adolf A. Berio# Jr« 
Assistant 3ocrctnry of Itnto 
Uepartmont of otnte 
Washington# D. C* 


Dear Ur. Berler ^ ;*f $ 
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received* Warner 1^°* ;. D-eferred that Ulae Kraus. 1 * 

address of Ills. ^ *^,'1^ S« aleUei^oA ' 
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to be very p";^c“ aj5 a i tr:bC ’ is I'aporied 
persuade informant * d is ende avoring to 
to South America and her on a tri P *•’-■ 

aid of the -tere, *ith the - A%. . . , 

endeavor to get inessase^ th^A je °* ^ ‘ 

to convince them that r-™ th ? Americ an public 
thing”. Subject r^or^?t7u iS '^ ^ 
contact with the CpL a C 5 L®ea-in 

Francisco and Los A^les^d^ ** Kew Tork * 
too Angeles on a trif , recently 2eft v *$j»ihSMa 
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ad dinner wit 
She told 

. 4- 4 1 T wo a '« £» VArVi'-trA f 


. .. ««I was raised by a German nurse until I-was ^ 

Uv mother was German. I frankly admit I am pro-German. I have all the||MM 
confidence in the world in you, and I know if I told this to the 

personal would get myself into trouble.' • 

"She wanted to know where I stood and how I feel ab ®^ } 

loyal'to the United States. I felt it was 


"She told me that she will fly to Washington and once this. 
flight is accomplished, she will make arrangements to fly to London 
on what she terns ‘a peace mission*. From London she intends^ to fly 
to Berlin. She would take peace proposals to both capitals 

during’the course of the conversation, indicated whether 1 

had the necessary backing for it. She asked me if I wanted tp 

to Germany as, she put. it, * there is much work to be donp. by Awertcans^r^^gg, 1 
over there, especially by people who know how to type and haw &xgO ( od 
command of English* . She knows that I can type. • •• • • .*• ; <i£f 

went to the ' ; ' 


"After we had finished eating, LAURA INGALLS went to the ; • 
Western Union office on Vermont and Washington and sent off a telegrara^g 
to DR. BORCHERS, the German Consul from New York. *. She 'Addressed 
San Francisco. I don*t know what was in; it ncy; h^ it;wa^ .biffled^^ 

• "From the Western Union Office we went-.to 






tween 


m 


evening, ihkuA received a Western Union telegram at WBSHHHBr 
She read it end put it in her purse. I don't know what was in the tel- 
egram but it is reasonable to assume that it may be an answer to the 
she had sent. •. ' 


"In connection with the wire she mentioned that she 
BORCHERS and WIEDEMANN very well. ^ 

"INGALLS also said that she had offered her services 
FBI twice. Further, she said that she wants to do some writin 
Germany to tell the American people the truth about conditions 


that she knows . 
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bruth about .conditions. in^rma^ ► 
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“She said she understood that the Gostape^has,,a eompletj 
• list of all the big men in every big city of the f 

■ their vices are, whether they can ho tonghV aad what ^theg 

"She is fuLl of praise for Germany. Typical is this state- 
ments MJw-many is a building country. America is in chaos. The 
have the best brains in the world and are the finest organizers, Tou 
wiU be surprised to see what they intend to do in Africa. Th ®^ i 
scientific minds and there isn«t a lazy bone in the, b( ^^r 


litting this report _ 

H|nade the following additional’ comment; 


; W 


V. 


V( 


... *. 


.-•'v 


.ong TTLUn AMUftliliJ 
very adventurous prop-’ 

f ‘ ‘ ‘ • "V1-..1 




D une X/exegrciiu guwo --—- * - 

; the Western Union office and only wants to find outwhether; 

'.•would pass the above information on. .This she could find; 
manager or clerk at the Western Union office if she'does 

. . -r -v. • ' V -»f. ! -v • • * •• : ? • 

"Informant was instructed to play along *ith BjGALIS ;as^| 
informant were ready to accompany her on this 
osition." 

The only information appearing in the files of this Office._ 
concerning subject was contained in Serial 285 
\ 67-O-A entitled "OFFERS OF AID TO THE FEDERAL BURHJAH 'OF INVESTIGATION k 
which reflected that on July 3, 1940 a Miss- EmN0lp(FAIT^a4S0^Country 
Club Drive, Burbank* California came to this Office and 4 advised shS-*.'^ 

1 was a publicity worker for Miss LAURA INGALLS of the same address^who 
owned two airplanes and travelled considerably about the country# 

FAIT stated that she and Kiss INGALLS had recently'- been discussing the -t-® 
possibility of being of service to this Office and Miss FAIT was requested^’ >' 

to-submit any information of value which she might obtain. 

JMMlu 


On July 31, 1941 _ 

'submitted a report by his informant, dated July 21, 1941 
'reading as follows: • ,/* 
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romise 

somewhat in the air and he . 


Her choice oT the word 1 attend 1 lei't 
didn't seen to feel too cure that shelve 

"There was an argument between |m^and XNGAUS with regard :'; 
to LINDBERGH and his qualifications as a leader. To my*. surprise, 
said that LINDBERGH hasn't got the necessary qualifications. • His .bigges^ j ^^£^^f- 
drawback is that he doesn't associate enough with the common people and «.vv^V 
that he is too willing to take orders from America First. She said that 7 V- 
shows he hasn't rot the stuff to be a leader. • : ‘;S ri .> 

•• k|-.. *. 

. iv- 

"INGALLS dropped a few subtle hints and knew it was time 

for him to leave. The conversation which ensued tnenandicated that., ft*?.;. 

INGALLS still intends to go to Germany either by plane from South America^S fe-^y J^% 
to Dakar, then to Portugal and then to Germany or by boat*. She asked; 

I was sincere in my desire to accompany her and if I was willing to make-J 

sacrifice's. She said we may even have to give up our citizenship 

because we may not get any passports. She again repeated that there wiXiS^> ! ^p 

be a lot ..of work for us to do. With regard to' losing our American citiz-^r4 

enship rights, she said that onee HITLER wins America will be sympathetic 

to Germany, and pro-Germans will be in the saddle or get in the saddle yery^^^tj 

soon, and then there will be no difficulty for us. in re-entering, 

■■•• • v- •• 

"INGALLS said that she will get the cooperation of the ^ 

government to study conditions there and to be in a position to do used 
ful work in Germand and 'if and when we return, we can tell the American 
people the truth about Germany' • She said 'While we are in .Geniauy 
might broadcast to America to report the true conditions . 1 • ; ' • v ; • 

' ; 

• "She said she needs money and clothing to go over there. She’ ' 

oairl cVirs ■? r rriinfr +.r» faVp fiAwrfll +.honsnnrf rinllsra rn +.h her» She talked. 


uerman government, one uua-u me cu xui <* paoa^ui v, w go ow wuvu. 

America and to say in the application for the passport, that it is .a '#Sf 
pleasure trip. -•r.Vv‘v* 

%. (- .K4 y 

■ ■: 

"She said that when she was in San Francisco she saw WIEDEMANN VA i V*.. 
and in Washington she saw HANS THOMSEN, the German Charge de Affair, " 
several times. THOMSEN told her that if she would go to South America,*^ 


apply 


passport 
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•'She is now looking for a Northrupplane, 
owns, a Lockheed, is too small. T»o ^ane she 
around $15,000. She has already looked over a few P^me • 

«The house she owns is financed by the F.H.A. and she wants to i;, ; 
sell it and everything else she has here. This leads me to believe that,,. • 
she is-*»ry serious in her plans. : • j. . 

"Later in the conversation, it came out that she saw WIEDQtiHN; t; . 
the same da'tLt the press carried the news that the Ame^ic^ 
has demanded the recall of all German Consuls. 


"She spoke to PATRICRvCALHOUN at a dinner party. -,'LILLIAn;THOIg^.> : )^- ; - 

SCOTT was also there. Mrs. SCOtKu supposed to know ^ •£**$&* 

■Shout England. CALHOUN is about 85 years old and likes to dabble in y ■ , . 

pomics! He has a plan for the country to be taken over by people of ;• ,v^ , 
int-Uigence and for the disfranchise of the common people. His idea _ , 

is to get together 50 men who can be trusted and who • 

talent. These 50 men would be sent to the 50 most 

there each one is to set up an organization of hit* own tilth i 

i fl q aides INGALLS didn’t agree with CALHOUN'S idea. She "beliov^.fl.-n. jrg-;: 

uplo-thfc^on people,laying 
will be started by the common people*. 


see THOMSEN again. She said that thumhui •-- V 

warned her that he, THOMSEN, has to be careful. • ^ ^ 

"With regard to my getting a passport,-she said .that' if 
trouble she could help me as she has some yaluabl*£ODUctB to.thq|ta| 
Department. • '' ' ' ^' ' • ' . ’ ■ V ^%'T ■'$. 


sport, sne saia x.nav ^ ! 

valuable. contacts in. the state8rV > 

:W • - * - v : ' 

‘emarks about former, Ambassador/y;.'.^ . 
our side any longer. • 


«She made some uncomplimentary remarks about former . Ambassadb^^ £ $£ 
CUDAHY. She said he turned and is not on our side any longer. • . 

"INGAL1S was also promised some help by another member of the.-^ 

German Embassy in Washington with whom she had talked. She mention|d O 

his name,but I don't recall it exactly. It .was something like CLOUE 

or CIDCHE. 


Ss name,but I don*i recall it exactly. It .was something like CLOUE 
>r CIDCHE. ^ 

"INGALIS feels that the United States have gone too far and ,*> ^ 

jannot be saved any more because the people won't arouse themselves to^ V*.. 
io some thing. She talks as if she is doing this country a great patriotic . 
service by going to Germany to bring back the truth abou^tio^ ^ 

' "INGALL'S brother is married to a niece of J. $ •*MORGAN•, 'E 



=» , ' .. w .. 

"When it came to go out for dinner she suggested that we go ... 

■ Cty 


—.r* . • w -V. 
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INGALIS talked some more about her plans 


j ,r While eating, 

saip if she flies to South America she may camouflage 
byfpretending that it is a good Trill tour# She still 
off flying' over London to drop handbills, addressed* to 
that v 80j6*tJf the American people vrant peace, and then. 


























handbills of a similar nature over Berlin, but the text of the haodbiil-t)^^ W$$, 
for Berlin vdll be written in such a fashion that the Berlin government?^^^' 
would approve of it. Of course, she expects an awful lot of publicity^, 
out of the whole stunt and that it will make her known all over the.Vorld^ , ' 

She also dreams of bringing peace proposals back to America. ‘ X 


"INGALLS wanted me to listen to her on the radio on, Sunday,Ysd.;|i 
that I could tell her what she sounds like. t 

"She told me that once she got' to WILLIAK RANDOLPH HEARST*ank^^ 
that wasn't very long ago. He was ready to finance her flight to Europe ^ 
and then to let her work for the Hearst papers in Germany as a corres—, 
pendent. She applied for a passport to go to Germany but when the State > 
Department refused to issue one, HEARST did not want her to go but she 
offered to go even without the passport, but HEARST was afraid he, v jid.gh^|i| 
become involved in some unpleasant developments. She believes; onee -'sheJ^ 
gets over to Germany, on her own, she can take,.up her, contact‘>rith,^HEARS?® 


where she left off. 


p her, contaqt ^rith/^lA|iS^ 


"INGALLS asked me to swear to her that I am ready to go through ;! 
with her. on her scheme. She has a passport to go to South America.' She & 
doesn't know as yet whether she will go to the Argentine or to Brazil# ^!? fa 
She said I needed at least. ylOOO and clothes because clothing is scarce' 
in Germany. While in the East INGALLS may do some flying for America'V aC$ 
First, On Saturday night no one of the America First Committee kne^that?? 
General WOOD was here but LAUA INGALLS knelt it from JOHN WHEELER.^MfcRj 

7 •*; • 

"INGALLS told me that she would broadcast on Phelps progrAm%j?r! 
next Thursday." • 

A further report from the same informant, dated July 26, 1941 v 
reads as follows: •« 




with LAURA INGALLS, There 


lat she will fly to Washington the coming week end# 


v 'tf .< 


"She said she would speak for ELLIS 0. JONES next Wednesday,' • ^ 
She doesn't like to do it but he has gotten out his announcements already, 
mentioning her name. 

















"THOMSEN told INGALLS never to write to-him because that is ■ xn v: 

too dangerous. INGALLS said when she gets to Vfashington there will be - 
some difficulty to get to THOMSEN without being watched. !i She 
•'too bad you can't come along to Washington with me so that you 
establish the contact with THOMSEN instead of me. ’ I am too well' ; knbw%^5Afp#^ 
and you are not known at all 1 . She continued > • *When I'was 'irt^Oaklai^^J^^^MwT 
I was watched and followed all the time 1 . • .1. 0 W. Z'VJt 


"INGALLS said that she saw General YfOOD last Wednesday and 
she will do some flying and deliver some speeches for America First 
in the East. She will see the General again in Chicago. .She said she 
.is not asking America First for any money to. back her f light’but - she'iS 
wants America First to officially sponsor it so that 1 can spoak-^Tri.'tiii^ 

ail+.Hrir* - ? f.tr wVion T coir +V*«+ OCvi ^ f '.11 4 .1 ._ j '_■* «*'_ • ' 4 *-'■ '■‘•VftW 


V ‘4 

lay and 



me to make the necessary arrangements. • •,• 

"INGALLS is going to see PATRICK CALHOUN tonight:*f^4ttO»a8BSS ^gEX 
I suspect that she will try to get some money out of him.CALHOUN 
apparently knows something about her intended flight but feels- 
an organization should be in back of it and that is ‘probably - the v 
explanation of her statement that she wants America First to back 
officially. She seems pretty confident that America First will back 
her and this confidence apparently is based upon her statement that3?^'^ 
General WOOD feels that now is the time when only spectacular things i ; v ' 
can be effective. . c /*■>:- ’• 

‘ «•?■<•: - ./•« 'iv:\ 

"She said that once we get to Germany we will live in the 'S$V : :*}' 
same quarters. America soon will fall into chaos, then will come the *£?•’ 

New Order and the pro-Germans are going to be on top. Because of that, 7^ 

we will have no trouble in coming back to the United States, even though'*? 

we do leave the country without the proper passport and visa. She said r' : ^ : 

people who have talent for leadership should go to Germany and learn ' 

their system so that they can come back and help in rebuilding America•' 

She said while in Germany *ne will be plenty busy writing material ! and ; ^1^# 

get ting,the message out...That will be the most important-task. 

ser^e our country best by working for better relations, between Oeitnany?^^i^SS 

an <f the United States.• « * ' \-. 


better relations, be^e^ 


mm 
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■ A report dated July 28, 1941 advises of a further meet jig j 

\ between the informant and the subject and a pertinent ^or|io^ 

'■ report is quoted as follows: ' 1 r '-*' ? • "i A -• ‘ 

— r "INGALLS told me that she never signs any telegrams to German^^^^_ 
officials with her own name but signs it either 1 Ellen* or • Segetarius 1 
When she phones with any German official she also uses one of these pfO_ 
names. ..... 


uses one of these y<^ 

nasaDO^t.*':; 


'* l 7 - ''She is very anxious that I apply,for a passport**' 

leave either Saturday or Sunday, August 2nd or 3rd. There will not 

_ .%_ _LU.U.. t__ A r* n lU + la affair) r»f* RfihrttAprO A* 


’ ' V' -'WiV'- 

"She told me that I must realize that if I go along with her 
Germany, many people will call me a Nazi, but if I am convinced that^thq^p^^i 
/. Nazis, are doing the right thing and have no,.reservations.;^ 
them,-. 1 wouldn' t, mind being called a Nazi* v v 

. .-v. : v> . • «•>: > ttj have the feeling that she, too, is tr^^gTt8 Wj ra^e 
to finance her trip. •’ ’* - ; 

* . ' • :•* ; 5- 


• . i 1 «x have the feeling that she, too, is trVingYtS' ! raike 

to finance her trip. •’ ' 

* . ’ ' ”V i 

"When she sent the wire to BORG HERS, the German Consul f• 

New York who was in San Francisco, she signed it 'Ellen* • She said. 
the telegram contained nothing but farewell .wishes,. •. jj t $»'>&&■ * 

"She said there was an exposS about her past activities ■ gbttett.*>^^^^^^'| 
y,v ‘ out by some local organization and it was reprinted , in the Congressional-^g^!^.^ i 
r / jV Record* She is quite worried about that*" ■ ' " 'V r J • H■ 

_ On August 19. 1941 the wr iter arranged with ^ 

officc^oourc^^ad^se^Tna^she had originally met the subject in V~ 

June of this year at a meeting of a branch of the America First Commit.t^a.Vf *1 ♦; 
and said she knew little about her background other than what she had \\ 
read in the newspapers and that imparted by the subject in conversation^-^!# 
part of which was that the subject's brother was related by marriage '• -: 

the "House of Morgan"; that the subject was at one time a :nurse and h§d?fr;.I 
won the Harmon Trophy for a flight to South America and also that she * 

holds a non stop record for flight for women from the west to the east 
coast. According to Source A the subject had left a day or so before J3§ 
for Washington, D. C. and had letters opposing this country's entry ' 
into thejvar, which she planned to deliver personally to the Presiden^^J^^^. 
of Jthe United States. During the course of her trip she- expects 
mage speeches on behalf of the America First Committee and hopes 
S'" gel some organization to, back her proposed trip to, Qerjaany*‘ Sh$ 

T y- • A . / - • ***♦ -.1 

s ** 9 — ! \< y 

... . 4V J . ■■>: 

i-- i .. •' - ■ " ‘ : - 
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that she expects to contact HANS THOMSEN of the German Embassy 

Washington and if she does get in touch with him she will .use * 
name "Ellen’'. Source A stated that in her opinion there was no ! 
nMPstinn about the subiect's admiration for Germany and her belief <• VS$*S£' >'*£*■ 


question about the subject’s admiration for Germany and her belief "< 
that Germany vri.ll eventually win this war $ that chaos will probably 
fcll3v>'-» the United States and that those persons of pro-German 
tendencies will then be in the ascendency. 

Subject apparently, according to Source A, believes that.v',^ 
when this comes to pass, even though she and the informant may he' 
in Germany, they will have no difficulty in re-entering the United* > 
States and assisting in re-organizing .this country, along \ German; line* 
Source A was of the opinion that there was nothing wrong with'the sut 


~ r .? ' v.- >• 


'f. r * « r 



apparently trusts her completely and has said that. Sourpe, A Ajj. 
only one who knows her complete viewpoint. t ! ^\\Ufaj 

.. r 

Source A further stated that subject informed her that 
they (Source A and subject) should have no difficulty in getting' V ’ 
to South America and once they reached there, German officials will ' ' • •$' 

arrange their transportation to Germany through Italian airlines \ ; 4t$ ^ 

which run from Rio de Janeiro which are used for Italian officials . v & 

only. Source A stated that she would continue to supply reports^^^V £,*• 

subject to this off ice ^through '•.» 

- • 'tiite;#- i 


■ W-Uili k I i kiMMi, m3 i 


The latter exhibited to the writer 
"The News Letter" published by the News Resei 
West Seventh Street, Los Angeles, California 
containing additional background information 
This article reads as follows: 


mmm p 

,ed to the writer a report appearing » 

by the News Research Incorporated,' 727-; » 

;eles, California dated June 18, 1941 .H v. 

'ound information regarding the subject. ?! ‘ 

rs: , v 


"WE — LINDBERGH and INGALLS 




meeting 
of the ! 


national chairman is CATHRIN&SCURTIS. The audience was liberally sprinkled; 

•r! 4-1. ^ Mitnoc! or«o -f^nS'Hav' in f.ba nf or>vp»r , nmftn+, ftPftnftifiS K 


v4*l V UM VV4 lIVy A W - - <L v ^ O * • f 4 J.- -|V 

San Francisco, Chicago, Detroit and Washington, D*C., with- other r 

to arranged as the plan nears completion* : She Intends to take 

VfasjEngton a large batch of petitions for presention to P^esident ^OpSEVE}®^ [ 


Jq explaining this, she said: 


t ! .«*<• >. *. . 

: • • . • K; # r? •- & V -v 
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' • ■ ' £*: • • 

' ' . " ! J he ■ plan is t,iat 1 sliall fly the petitions you are notr^ ,f ‘£!.* 

•./lUtoc, to Washington, where CATHRINK CURTIS will present them to the x&W'i# 
President 5 and if she does not, I will take them in the back way my? 
self* I have always been able to reach anyone I really wanted to. I 
rnu^To^ ed thlS to a ,Jot hers* Rally in San Francisco, and Mrs. HEiiRY 

V oinc *° c °°Perate, too* 1 will also call upon Mrs. ' • ’• 

j01 Vf ln th . is * We 17111 be able t0 eet publicity because -v 
, lrpl are news * ( ,<lrs * MORRIS, daughter of Mayor ROSSI, is head of 
the Curtis group in San Francisco. Mrs* FARBSR is head of the Detroit 
group and closely affiliated with COUGHLIN.) • %: '• • 1 


Groun of ^ fn" I - GAL ^ epoke the Wom9n ' 9 ActMe^W^iQ 

p he America First Committee, at Los Angeles headquarters. She tt 

phrasin'" nfh Europe ™ der HI ™> although she was careful in the O' 

on th^rt r ^ 08ro ^ at ^n- Calling for ’vulgar, fanatical action' ^ 

trover.^ n f 7t° S& J ° b ll is to in *> ct themselves in the con- 

not Ster^t h d ? r ^f d * , tor us T ' omen > the issues are clear-cut. We aren't# I 
net interested .in what happens in Europe. All we are interested in 

seeing our boys live, instead of fighting and dying.' . %<v,‘ 


"M course, the flyer carefully avoided to point out*that/ 
developments in Europe concern us greatly. Her policy evidently is 
to let the right hand know what the left is doing, fol she'added t 

-We need an American symbol of unity. We ought to adopt ^ 

tZST.**? the outs Wretched left arm* This is the old Indiall ^ 

bei^ Nazis African and no one- can accuse us 

oeing wazis, for the Nazis use the right arm .». • V 

M After the meotincr +U _ A 





“kass HJGALLS is not a newcomer among those who would sell out '** •" 
at any price. Four weeks after this war cot under 0 k« . > 


"On September 27, 1939, LAURA INGALLS — always publicity-'"* 

^Z C 7 “l, 1,,Cltoed t0 do «>e-dramatic - created a nationS stir ^hen 

she dropped appeasement pamphlets from an airplane over the White House 

.one The Civil Aeronautics Authority suspended herlLense^t^^ 

violations. In Ve S ti PS+dr»n roxmol /-? 1 _X • ® <*.»*. i- ! 


be t . The "?** da J' both women appeared and demanded 
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stand itI I 
dictatorship 


/ A further report datedCAu£Ust-57^.J»943 wa3 received fran 

Source A and reflects that she had been advised that a letter and - 
telegranrrecoived by Mrs. KEYNAKD from the subject indicated that . 
she had arrived in Washington, had endeavored to see the President . . 
but had not been successful. This trip was taken by plane and the 
subject claimed that her plane had been sabotaged and so badly 
that she had to land in Mew Mexico en route. ■ Source A also received 


“Don't think I have forgotten you - or t 

«I had to finish with the message before 
and there were pretty bad complications before I 1 

harder. >. • '• ’• ; ?.-> „H- V 


ications before I l.eft which rcadQ 

y.. : • Y'/ 

do want to know if .you have .been doingji!M®^,^-| 


. . MNow I am free and I do want to know if .you have .been do 
anything - planning anything - and still working to put through so: 
thing along the line we talked of. . ■;/ \ ‘ 



"X am going to talk for an America First meeting nere in - 
Washington this coining Wednesday and after that will go to Mew York. 
Mail address there is i 42 Park Avenue, New York City - so; drop me 
line as to what is going on. I have put a number of irons in the 
but it takes time for them to heat up l Several of them are in New 
and until X get there and see what reactions are - can*t .tell: 


"There is a great deal I would like to write - but definitely 
consider it inadvisable. The address I have given you is absolutely 
safe and you can send me any word there, • 


utely V.* Tv^v*'* 


ther here is really awful! The atmosphere is so heavyjjh % - 
ins wet will dry. - that awful August raugginess - f 

into the bargain. California is certainly the CLB^TE;^^;j 
too restful - as you have heard me say.-, I don , .t..>rai^;^ ; ^p^ 
in mv flftsh! • ^ 


"The weather here is really 
with moisture nothing wet will dry - 
and of course hot into the bargain, 
but it is perhaps too restful - as yc 
my spirit to fall asleep in my flesh. 


"With warm remembrances to you 


PENDING 


M • ' ' -w 

ID life 

"Sincerely yours,,. .. 

' (Signed) LAURA INGALLS".?- 

" / v; ‘ r : V 
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on 

V/ 


MEMORANDUM FOR HR. LA DD YJ / 

' ‘ Mr. *■ 

Re: LAURA INGALLS 

Internal Security - G t•»«. 

Mr. Nnm 

SA. E. J. Gebben called from the Washington Field 
Office to advise that subject had arrived back in Washington 

and to inquire as to the Bureau's desires concerning sur- _ 

veillance of her. 

ile ras Informed that the surveillance in New York 
had been discontinued several days ago because of lack o 
results and the fact she appeared to be limiting her acti¬ 
vities to her apartment and to calling at the America First 
Committee offices only. However, since it appears she is 
in'Washington for the purpose of having a meeting withre- 
presentatives of the German Embassy, he was informed that 
appropriate surveillance should be made of her. 

H» was advised that a twenty-four hour surveillance 
was not necessarily called for and it was mcrelydcsircdthat 
her contacts and activities be determined, and th-t J,t would 
therefore be sufficient to pick her up in the mornings and 
make spot checks of her during the day to know her Whereabouts, 

etc. 

He was advised to keep the Bureau informed of develop¬ 
ments so that the advisability of continuing the surveillance 
could be given further consideration if she stayed mol-| tlian a 

few days. ' ‘ . r ** 

Respectfully, . 


Mr. tl.M _ 

Mr. hwtitli 

Mr. •!•»!»_ 

Mr. LmM _ 

Mr. MicfcaM 


Mr. Orajrtwi - 
Mr. QolM Trim 
Mr. H i.M« _ 

Mr. Mill_ 

Mr. Hart* _ 


X f : 

) ,1 


J. K. Mumford^. ( • 

' 1 - £ 

t £ cffAicm i JOfmvBTiGATio:V ; | 

! 4 OCT 20 Wl , Lii 

,j.S ptHkHTWHU Of .HJSilceUi 
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‘*W&y- MBwawrooK roa m CHnsr.’spxcuir sarasi rait -V'"-, 

''">■ 1;xa. jumaHCXx. ;i p. sxitH . V^ : 'i7 '■■■vd:'V-' 

■■' ’ ••: sir^uraa Bovosmuio non**!-"V-vv- ■•'/•„• 



V/.iXoa Aagelee. Altifict.' ',Zi VM atated. that' : ;ahf.' le a wll kaowi .,-. 

Iand had lived• la i^hln^ioa, v D,':0* vith '•'•>' \ 

-v-^; 

V r '**£*•»*-' **• **bject contacted;Baron Ton tola&nth at th* toman ' " * ' 



»;ijr believed to be actingtinderdirectlnotniotioaeof the Gemma fc* 

klClV .lK CKl A<lm ‘ MAMxmnl V.tuaa. 



/ . . 











iDecenrofer 16^1* 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. xADD 

- VMjJ 


Mr. 4»lM TMun 




In accordance/with your request, all reports in the _ 

above captioned case were submitted to the Criminal Division ki 
D ecember 15, 1941. From a perusal of these reports, it is thk-' • 
opinion of the Criminal Division that definite prppf .has • s' 

developed linking Laura Ingalls and Baron UlrichAfronMenanth oYfjtfe 
German Embassy through their intermediary, JulifCKfraus, an employee of 
the Alley Dwelling Authority. The main difficulty is that most of the 
information in the possession of the Bureau has been obtained from 
highly confidential sources which are not competent evidence in the 
^event of a trial. Much of the information from the sources indicates 
N^he use of code words in conversations and it is generally understood 
tJiat von Gienanth is referred to as "Mother” or some other maternal 

'Sierm. 

Pursuant to Mr. Kramer's instructions, the decision of the 
Department, which has not been as yet confirmed bywritten memorandum, &J 
was discussed with SAC S. K. McKee and Agent ®^tfghlin who is handling 
‘ this case in the Washington Field Office. Information developed today 
indicates that Laura Ingalls has made numerous efforts to contact von 
f Gienanth by telephone and has threatened to come to his home. On one 
\ occasion he hung up the telephone during the conversation and has very 
definitely indicated that he wants nothing further to do with her. She 
^apparently has been intent upon seeing him, but late today information 

! from a highly confidential source indicates that she may leave Washing¬ 
ton tomorrow. • •' ; 

It is understood also that the Department in their memorandum 
is suggesting that both Ingalls and Kraus be interviewed and in view of 
the anticipated departure of Ingalls tomorrow and the fact that no 
further contacts are likely to be made between Ingalls and von Gienanth, 

At was thought that immediate action was desirable. Following a dis- 'Ip 
ycussion of the matter with Mr.’Kramer, the following instructions were f 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


- 2 - 


i 

Itssued 1 


.ssued to SAC McKee of the Washington Field Office. A telegram -will 
bo -dttrocted to Ingalls at the home of Julia Kraus on the morning of 
December 17, 1941, following the departure of Julia Kraus for her place 
of employment at the Alley Dwelling Authority. This telegram in effect 
•will advise Ingalls that “Mother will see you at her home at 10?00 A.M. 
Don*t telephone”. If Ingalls then goes to von Gienanth*s home, this 
call will serve to tie in the term “Mother” for von Gienanth. The 
Washington Field office will accost Ingalls at the time she calls at 
von Gienanth* s home and escort her to the Washington Field Office for 
questioning. In the meanwhile, Kraus will be escorted to the Washing¬ 
ton Field Office for questioning with a view of obtaining a full ad¬ 
mission in the matter. 

The Washington Field Office was instructed that there should 
be no publicity in this matter pending Bureau advice, and should keep 
the Bureau §dvised fully as to the admissions obtained from both Kraus 
and Ingalls so that the matter could be referred to the Department for 
the immediate issuance of a warrant upon the securing of sufficient 
admissions. You will be kept advised as to the developments in this 
case. 

Respectfully, 


7 


D. A* f: 










M»« OI*vl« 



DAF:cgb 
5:35 F. M, 

6:00 P. M. 

Dictated 6:15 P* U* 


JuiSeral bureau of Imu'flliuuUoii^ 
Itiiiti^pHalrs'Pi'pcnlmnit of Dual ire ( 
lttmtt)iit&fou, D. <£. 

December 17, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 





Re: 


Baura Noughtnilng Ingalls, 
with aliases; 

IilTERIIAL SECURITY - 0 
REGISTRATION ACT 


M) 



As you are aware, the Bureau for the past three months has been 
conducting on extensive investigation of the activities of ' v : 

the well-known American aviatrlx, who has been mailing numerous appearance a 
■before chapters of the America First Committee. 

Information received from highly confidential sources has shown 
that she has been in extremely close contact with Baron Ulrich^n^enwit , 
second secretary of the German Embassy, Washington, D. C., through^Jjaia 
rjErauaJ on employee of the Alley Dwelling Authority, a section of the pistYlct 
‘. of Columbia government, an intermediary. Through the obtaining of telegrams, 
it has been shown that ICraus, on at least two occasions, has wired money 
to Ingalls 1 , at various points in the United States; the money presumably 
originated with von Gienanth. 

Ingalls has kept Kraus advised of her daily activities with the 
America First activities along isolationist lines, by olr mail, special 
delivery letters. Kraus, in turn, has kept von Gienanth advised of her 
activities.through telephonic or personal contact with von Gienanth, or 
Frit £ Wagner, a messenger of the German Bnbassy, Washington, _P.-£.,~or- * 

Bernharillne^Wogner, the wife of *?*%&&* ji JJ0~ ^ 

As you know, the America First Conuni^^fenas .ceased its activities 
following the declaration of war, and Ingalls then came to Washington, D. C. 

•rJ' u 1 iL 

Since it was apparent that little opportunity would occur in.t.J^e wY 
future to obtain further items of evidential*:'- value, on which. Ingalls .ahd^f’-q 
fy Kraus could be prosecuted on provisions of the Registration Act, reports 

j 1 ... . . . . TV . . _ _ J i _J __ 


Kraus could be prosecuted on provisions of the Registration Act, reports.’!/ \ 

in this case were submitted to the Department for a decision on December j __.J 

15, 1941. The Department has indicated that, on the basi6 of these reports, 
competent evidence was not available to permit a prosecution, and suggested f 
that Kraus and Ingalls be interviewed openly. Accordingly, these Instructions 

_—■; T T "ir* O ~ ' tu a n A +.Vi« nft.flrnnnn ftf* 

















msf w . „ xj-' 

questioning. : - 

I have nov/ been_advioed by tho Washington Field, Off Ice. 
isjoaking_a.clean~\)roait’of~the.entire"’iffair, otat 1 ng tha t Ingnlla._and_von • 
Gienantii had reached an agreement by which the f o rm er _waa^ to rocelye_$250 , 
pe'r month for her_ ac^yities in epohsoring'iGolationiet propaganda through 
the America. First Committee, although ingoils at the_outaet Jhad.demanded .$3^)0 
per month. Kraus has admitted that on" two occasions she received $50 and $100 
in cash from von Gienanth, which he directed her to wire to Laura Ingalls, 
which she did. Although the full statement is not yet available, it appears 
that at least some of the money paid by von Gienanth to Ingalls was personally 
delivered. 

Ingalls has not yet been interviewed, but will be as soon as the 
Interview with Kraus Has’ been completed.’ As soon as the full statements are 
available, the matter will be submitted to the Department for authorization, 
and opinion as to actual prosecution of both Kraus and Ingalls* There does 
not seem to be much doubt with reference to the actual payment of money by 
von Gienanth, through Kraus, to Ingalls, presumably for her activities in 
the America First Committee. 

In view of the importance of this case, yqu will^be kept chronologi¬ 
cally advised of its status, both as to the results of the questioning and 
the authorization for prosecution. This .case obviously contains many Jfac togs 
of public interost nt this time, and wili.be followed.closely* 


Respectfully, 
















Stehcral SSuremt of Juurotisattott 
llmtct* Statpfl Depart limit of 3uoticc 
Iflaaliuigtoti, D. C. 

• December 18, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 




Re: LAURA HAUGHTALING INGALLS, with aliases ; ' 
INTERNAL SECURITY (G) 

REGISTRATION ACT 


Mr- UHkmi * 
Mr. K. A. ti*w 
Mr. «!•« ___ 
Mr. Gin In 



Mr. Cmim _ 

Mr. C*M«*_ 

Mr. _ 

Mr. K«lh>»>*n _ 

Mr. 0.1." Tmnrn _ 

Mr. K*riM _ 

Tala. Rmot _____ 

TMr Mm. ' . 

Mr. Man* _______ 

MIm Praha ______ 

Mlaa tu™% __ 


AS/a supplement to jty two previous memoranda of last evenin g T 
JAfyise that Laura^-gngalls has executed a full and comple te 

in which she admits, .receiving &250 in cash from Bar on 
" lenanth in New>York City during early October, 1941/ wh ich 


money was^o be used by her in furthering efforts to keep the Uni ted 
1 States out of war. These efforts were along the lines of appearing 
before various chapters of the America First Committee. You had pre- 
• viously been advised of other cash payments to her through Julia~Kraus, 
an employee of the Alley Dwelling Authority as intermediary* 

As her de fen se she indicated that in her m ind she was doing 
gj> ery j ce l^T tfe —U D i ted St a te a_aPd_ga£ j:eal.ly assisting the FBI in' coro- 
katfog subversive element s. This contention is ridiculous when the 

full facts are considered since it was clearly indicated that she would 
not have continued her appearances before the America First Committee 
had she not received money from Von Gienanth. The America First Com- 
mittee was paying on ly her traveling eyp<?nsp .q. — 

An additional factor in which you might be interested is the 
fact that I have b een, advised by t he Washington Field Office that onlv 


la st eveiiihg Frit jftW agner, messenger of theGerman Embassy, deliver ed* 
to_ the mother of Juli a. Kraus, who then was being questioned, $100 which 
was to Le delivered to n her u presumably Tn^aiip - 

ftS- Vo'P-V 


MW'. 


Kraus hag_c8 

she also [emitted the search of her apartment which^ resulted in obtain¬ 
ing a diary belonging to Ingalls setting forth her. travel and some pf _ J 
her co ntacts over the last year‘s period. v 

• Ingalls _is_tj^b.e_jaLerL_^^ • 

for th e District of Columbia at 3:00 p,m, this afternoon for arraignment • 

2 tf* 

COPIES destroyed 

7RZ 


v / 











The Director 



?^ ie __P e P a yn.^ is interested^in interviewing bot h 


___. . . — ~ —s—--- — vxewiii^ uni. n 

Fritz Wagner and his wife , Bernhardin&fe iR ner. wh o aTym 
a ^ _ g . rn P lo ^e es o f th e German iitabassy . Efforts will be made to 
obtain clearance through the State Department for these inter¬ 
views previous to any publicity. However, in view of the cir¬ 
cumstances, these arrangements may not be effected prior to a 
reporting of the arrest of Ingalls in the press. You will be 
kept advised currently of the developments in this case. 
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SCO'-N* 1 Major General Edwin U» Watson 
Secrotar^ to the President 
The White Houbo 
Washir^ton, D. C. 


V; - 1 Dear General Watsont 


PERSONAL AMD tmtumiKt 
WWeSTaL iii^Stek>Kh 


>. ‘M 

'Fly 1 '"--' 


• j,y»* 
*/ 



.4/ 


J . 'f »’ , 

- ' ‘ •** "' v - 


’•M 


X thought the President and you would be Interested in 
the enclosed memorandum, which summarises the information developed 
by this Bureau concerning the relationship between Laura Boughtaling . ; V 

Ingalls and representatives of the German government. As you know, . *i?:' 
a complaint was filod before the Uni tod States Commissioner on ^ si$£2s 

December 18, 1941, charging Laura Ingalls with violating the Act ; 

Of June 8, 1930# •« amended, requiring the registration of agents 
of forsign principals with the Department of Stats, and ahs Is • • > >XhV'*&£■*' s 

now in custody in lieu of bond. • , • 


v - '• 


Tou will recall that Vies Ingalls has bosn very aotive, < J . . 

portibul&rly throughout the Middle West, in making personal appear- v f 

ancee and lecturing for the America First Committee. It appears •; A*.•■• .y ;y : f V 

from the facts which have transpired that the Committee wag payii* 
only for her traveling expenses, and her financial status was suoh 
that had she not received assistance in this regard from the German , 

Bnbaesy, she would have been unable to continue hor leoture schedule. - ... 

& S • JffiK.TI 

’ ‘ •• , ■ 

With assurances of *y highest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 



,* •*» 


« <r 


A 


•j - 


JRdger Hoovei 








J1.' :T 6 
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December 18, 19U 


memorandum 

LAURA HOUGHTAUNO'^NOALLS 


fv, 


^ V 


.^A 


Laura Houghtaling Ingalls is American born, 
thirty-eight years of age, and reported to hare at . 

vaudeville dancer. Between 1928, when she made her first «olo 
at Roosevelt Field, Mineola, Long Island, Kew Tork, and 1936, when aha . 
won second prise of $2,500.00 in the Bendix air race from California 
to New York, she established a number of women* a flying reoords and • 
was widely known in aviation circles. . 


. r. A. T*«r 


Clef* _ 


Ntrhol* 


li. Cmho 
>««. *tlL 


It. M««*#. 


her license should not ba revoked because of her having notm tnrougn ; w; *;•? 

restricted areas trhen she dropped pamphlets from her alrplene In th. .... 
neighborhood of the White House and Capitol. At that time ehe »i 
reportedly asaooiated with the Womans Rational Committee to Keep the of ; 

United SUte. Out of war, 535 Fifth Avenue, Jtow lork City.; 

y * •' ’ 

Laura Ingalls* first known oontaot with an official j,v 

eentativo of the Gorman government was in April, 1941, when, through VSgjfo ^. 
a highly confidential sourcs, it was determined that she had made 9A ‘y 
appointment for an interview with Bans Thomsen, Minister Plenipotentiary.- 
and Charge d»Affairs ad Interim. ' V V «•' 

No further reports were received regarding Ulea Ingalls* 

.activities until July, 1941, when a confidential infoxmant in Los , S 

Jtngeles, California, reported through conversations with her, that 
jass Ingalls had indicated she was interested in Obtaining support to 

.. . . . . . *__ tsVi.f fiViM tjirmni! •*! TWBCB nllSlOIl 


_1M8S i.ngaxio nuu niuiuawju — --» * * ■ • 

«., r ,* __make a flight to London, England, on what ehe termed "a peace mission. y'- 

From London she intended to proceed to Berlin, Germany, and there also v 
make peace overtures. She indicated also during these conversations 
that she was acquainted and possibly quite friendly with Dr. Hans Boroheri, 
m. _ _ _rM .nil nwntiln Frits Wiedemann. German Consul. •- 


that she was acquunwu «uiu —* -—— - / ; . v 

German Consul, New fork City, and Captain Frit* Wiedemann, Oeraan Consul. 

-San Fwaleoo, California. She evidenced a high regard for OarMiy.. 


air. Heilenwn _____ 

fir. Qflln* Tana __ 

■Hr. Kwtt _ 


Y J:'A« 
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Government and culture, and felt that the above flight would serve to ' 4;; «-• 

tell the German people that the truth wae being concealed from the \! } % ; 

American public. •; 

On the basis of this accumulation of facte an intensive in* ; , 
Testig&tlon ni initiated by tha FBI with ralaranoa to to 
of Laura Ingalla. ' " 


In August, 1941, Ingalls came to Washington, D* o.,witn an ;v$ 
appeal to the President of the United States from a "mothers* group* 
on the West Coast to keep thb United States out of war* It was at this 
time that she first met Julia Kraus, an employee of the Alley Duelling 
Authority, a subdivision of thfc District of Columbia. Ingalls, accord- ( 
ing to her own statement, requested that Kraus contact personnel of tha .; 
German Embassy known to her and arrange for a meeting* ; These arrange-, & 
monts were effected and on the evening of September 17, 1941, Lanra-,:.^ 
Ingalls with Julia Kraus proceeded to the home of Baron Ulrioh von ‘ a; V 
Gienanth, .Second Secretary of the German &»bajsy, where a three bourjv^; 
conference was held. She again contacted von Gienanth on September 20, v 
1941, by prearrangement, on the atreete of Washington, and von Gienanth 
delivered a package to the apartment of Julia Kraus, which according to 
the signed statement of Laura Ingalls, contained several Genian props- 
ganda pamphlets for her reading. /; 


'• . ' « 


A further meeting of von Gienanth and Ingalla occurred on t 

October 10, 1941. During these preliminary meetings, arrangements were . 

apparently being effected by which von Gienanth would pay to Laura Ingalla ^ : ,v.^ 
the sum of $ 250.00 per month for her to continue her activities in an ' / »y, ’ 

effort to keep the United States out of war through the facilities of ' f v ," 
the America First Committee. 

. ■ 

Laura Ingalls had formerly made occasional appearances befora 
the America First Committee, but had been unsuccessful in arranging a 
salary contract with that organisation. In view of the fact that she 
was in dire financial straits, she felt that she should reoeire in the . . >. 

vicinity of $ 300.00 a month since she could earn that as a flying 
instructor. The $250.00 payment apparently agreed upon, seems to bo • 
a compromise. 

During October, Laura Ingalls, according to her own statement, v; ? l - 

met von Gienanth in Hew fork City, at which time she received $250.00 

•- ■ »«: V ‘ 

/ . ■ tM&m ■ 




*. . I it. 


sa ass 














• ■.. . •■ 

in cash from him bo that oho could continue her work as a featured ; V •';" 

opeaker for the America Firot Committee. Thio payment, however, doe* y : ; • 

not represent the full payments since two separate payments of money \i 
were made to Laura Ingalls by Julia Kraus. The firot, a eu* of 150.00,. •: 

which was given to Kraus by Frits Wagner, a messenger of the German ..■ . 


eent by telegram to Ingalls while on tour with the America First •$, .• 

Committee. The America First Committee apparently had agreed to pear v* - 

only the traveling expenses of Laura Ingalls in her work for that , 

organisation, and according to her, it was absolutely necessary that - • 

she receive additional funds to enable her to keep up this work and 

this was the reason for her contact with the German Embassy. Accord- . • 

inp to the statements executed by both Kraus and Ingalls, von Gienanth 

receltud authority from Otnu olfleUli .broad for th. piyaent 

this money. ^ 


Laura Ingall. travalsd exten.iv.ly throughout the Wddl. .^ 

West and apparently was given preference as a speaker before both .-.*>■ '? “fy .V* : r *» ’•' 

established and new chapters of the America First Committee. She - jv. 

corresponded almost daily by air mail, special delivery letter with 

Julia Kraus at Washington, D. C., and Kraus, in turn, transmitted ,; { .' , 

theso reports of her progress and activities to Frits Wagner, \j; & 

messenger of the German Embaeey, tto in turn kept von Oien.nth .d- _ 

vised. These .otivltles on the part of Lavra Ingalls continued until 

the America First committee ceased its aettviti.. following the bomb- #$>■;?%frit? 

ing of Hawaii. 8he then returned to Washington, D. C., and made v»^V 

strenuous efforts to contact von Qienanth, all of which were un- •, 

successful and she was apparently incensed at being snubbed by him. f*. 

Information was then received from a highly confidential 
source that Miss Ingalls was planning to depart from the District 
of Columbia, and in view of the fact that most of the data set forth 
hereinbefore was known to the FBI, even though the souroe indicated 
above has been shown as admissions by her and Kraus, it was concluded 
they should be presently interviewed. 

It is interesting to note that the communications between 
Ingalls and Kraus, and Kraus and officials of the German Embassy, . 

which had oome into this Bureau's possession, although clear in their * 

meaning when road in the light of known faots developed through con- f *..y. 


»iv V‘V 


fidential sources, did not on their face contain identifying data 
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which jrould have peraltted their use as evidence without additional ■ " 
corroborating facts* Aa an example. In all cooaunlc&tloQ* von Qlenanth 
waa referred to aa "Bother* 1 # -In-alls aa •Ellen"# and Kraus aa "Outen 
Hutch" (Happy Landing a). 



His a Ingalls and Hiss Kraus were accordingly Interviewed tm • 
evening of December 17# 1941# and each executed a detailed signed state-* - ’-f 
®snt # the pertinent points of which have boon referred to hereinbefore*' * . • 

On the basis of the adnieoions contained In these statements corroborating ? ? 
the already known facts, Laura Ingalls waa detained under authority re¬ 
ceived frora the Criminal nirision cf the Department of Justice, end on • 

December 10, 1941# a conplaint was filed before the United States Cate- 1- 
oisslonor in the District of Columbia, dmrging her with violation of the .^f®- 
Act of Juno 8, 1938, in that she failed to register with the Oeoreta 
of State as an agent of a foreign principal* Ho prosecutive action hag 
been undertaken with regard to the interwediary, Julia Kraua, as of **<s & 

date, although the facta concerning her have been presented for considered .’5;•/*£' 
tion in that regard. ■ V:t 


It Is Inlcroatlng to note that Julia Kraus was born on July 13# 

1904, in Munich, Ccnaaiy, and reportedly become a United States oltlsen ^ > w 
in 1923 at I.altiaoro, Maryland, through the naturalisation of her parents 'U^Yf 
during hor Minority* A certificate of derivative cltlsenahlp was Issued ■ 
to her on January 25# 1940, Ghe presently resides at 1800* 28th PlaOe. 

upon nor *or support. uonsxaoraDie mronoation has Dean received# Indi¬ 
cating, in addition to tho obvious oloso relationship she has had with > ‘ 
n.nbcro of the Ooman *«bassy, her pro-Hoti oynoathieo. It is known that ■ 
she has been in correspondence with officers of Interned Geroun ships and 
has cade nuw>rouo stattaonts adverse to the United states Coveronent, its 
President and its Congress* 










■).* ,^j£*• -‘V*; 



T~H f A //c 






reataur&nt: where they wor«joined by UrsV'Wagner*' -Wagner was . 
advised that an interview with him and ,hia wife was desired if 
f would accompany the Special Agents to the Washington Pield 
In reply to thia request Wagner etated that.it was 
: f necessary for him to arrive at the German Embassy at ?i00 p,a«‘j- 


li 



W;^. ’Md Mra^jjrfi^X?^ and their child; met' theSpSoIai^J”;^;'; 

: v-Agents in 'f rdntTof the restaurant, at which time it waa learned *•■ -i 
/.that Mrs,/Wagner waa to spend the night at the Herzig residence,'/ 
Accordingly, • arrangements were made to/follow the Herziga and '-: - .V . 

left Wagner’s -.«■ w/Z-X*?' 
special 

..that Wagner' ^ /'■' 

. . . _ .. .. „ /was advised T& /'v/? :-;T : 

resulting'from hia late arrival would be 
authorities f ///*• . •; • > / "• 


proceedings incident to the arrival ; 

T . . ,ie Washington; Pield Offioe, no objeoiion. W- / 

made :bv them t.n 1 nt.jkmH . '.■ha,"’ a *v>*t*: ak _ ' v *. : = V. V 



answer, 
the basis 

and;;*/ 

.... ... . ^- w t --_. —---.time.that 

she' remained in the/of fice ..was 'taken up in general conversation with 
her other than controversial subjects. An offer was made to.take VfJ 
|;her;to the Herxig residence preceding the departure of Pri£z Wagner/ 
■whose interview wae not then complete, . She indicated that she i) 
would rather wait and was permitted to call Mrs, Herxig on the 1 Y/ 






Honorable Adolf A. Berio, Jr. 
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^ w wi*y ..wi« fliB -tw waa Deing solicited in ■ . • 

V ’• clearin s U P the relationship existing between Laura Ingalls and " V' 
fl*»oa Ulrloh Ton Gienanth.\ Wagner cade no objections to this 
*,< s line of Inquiry and stated he would be glad to cooperate. 

v: 1 . *® e indicated he did not speak the English language very well and 

v flODflAnllAnt.l v amnl H _14_•' , . . . . . 


t .Tivy ana^|MU- p t m*vrh1i;.Wil0h- tiffle >he was 

. ^ ^ 0# the statement in writing towhich -he readily v’"* '?#• • 
$'*&*!!**'*'then diotated a statement/the transcription of whloh /• 
’.'completed - at about lit 15 p«m« Wagner then read this statement 
W .signed'it and about ;11|25 ;p.n., .Wegner, • accompanied by his : 


V C T-. 


- ,J : ?V"V •• s.- ;. „ • V .p ,»•. ; 

lie time of |tfce v qbestionlng of Wagner he was very 
► time made "any}complaint whatsoever.The only..' v A 
kiMft mind -during >he:entire/questioning 
* .^d |8 Legatioa ,bad been advised; that 1 he was 
y 'the 'FBI: which WOUld'aJCaililA h!« finti •’W.V'W.Vrf «»'A*.' 


.1 V s 


event; the officials of the 


*\¥L&s 


t • i. • • V • ‘ », *• • «, J ■ *• 
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-.t rr~ it /vsr r ,i^. T* ujL. -/'-..'i'". .-•:: stmcm#*,.. ■i •:.- 



^ p^BJCTOR 


r 


DAF:DHH 


0 Jlelieral fSuratu of SitucBtipatl^F 
lifnitci* States department of Justice 
UHasIpitgfoit, 3L <£* 

December 19, 1941 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


RE: LAURA HOUOiTALING INGALLS, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
REGISTRATION ACT 




Mr. t. A. Tamm 


Mr, raxwarth 



Mr, Quinn Tamm 


J 


As you are aware a complaint was filed against the fe2SOfa ^ 

above subject before the United States Commissioner at approx- - 

imately 4:00 p.m. on December 18, 1941, for a violation of the 
Registration Act. This case is being handled by the Attorneys 
Neal Andrews and A. B. Caldwell of the Criminal Division and in . 
acc ordance with their request I have been advised that Agents 

and ^^yell of the Washington Field Office conferred jKmm 
with the Departmental attorneys .this morning as to the aspects • 
of the case. The Department has arranged for the hearing o f 
th e case before^a Grand Jury on Tuesday morning, December 2 3, 

1941 . • At that time a representative of the State Department 
will testify to the fact tliat Ingalls is not registered. The 
statement of Ingalls will be introduced antrtiiiia^Kraus^ the 
intermediary in the entire affair will testiTy^as a"ftitness. 

Mo agents of the Bureau will appear before the Grand Jury . 

It is the plan of the Department to draw up an 
Indictment of two counts, the first charging Ingalls with a 
substantive violation of the Registration Act, and thei/second •* 
for entering into a conspiracy with Baron UlricHT|j|vbn4^enanth of 
the German Embassy to violate the Act. The Department is antici- 
pating an early trial and expressed a desire^to-have-all-logical-*^ 
leads covered, as soon as possible.*, __ I J/r\^ -? lL*7 / 2 —/ 


:)j, 
> ■ 


which 


covered,as soon as possibly, /<T3 3 ® 

" ‘ .- jrf " ’ ’ , ^TH^iTnn- '■ -s 

. Several points^were brought up Hv the“attorney3_..of « 

you s!7ould~be advised. The first wa& the obtaining oi^ p^opa- j 

"L_i „ j j 4 nT)4 Ktr lrnn fc-i o n an-t-hi V-hrv IT n 11 fi . •* 


COPIES DESTROYED 


Washington Field Office wiW Agent Enrich! of the New lorK 
early this mornibg^and- it was anticipated J/hat a permission ^ 

search the apartment woiild be obtained either from Ingalls^Lep -^^^ -^ ' 
gelf or Abbot&fingalls, her brother, in the event he has custody T | 
oftlie apartment. Secondly, the question of obtaining witnesses 1 
to testify as to the tenor of Ingalls 1 speeches before the / 

WANSOi942 XKDEXEI^ * ;v ; 

*- • U c \ • . 

PROVED fj/a/.ft ■ '■ ■ 

7 >'/0 
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tMfcrandum for the Director 
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America First Committee meetings was broached. It is highly im¬ 
probable that copies of these speeches have been obtained by 
the America First Conraittee headquarters, and no effort is being 
made to determine Ingalls’ full relationships with the America 
First Commitee headquarters pending a specific request of the De¬ 
partment. This matter is being called to the Department’s atten- ■ 
tion by memorandum. Third, the question of the possible intimida¬ 
tion of Julia Kraus, whom the Department expects to use as a witness 
arose. Kraus has been told by Agents of the Washington Field Office 
that in case of any attempted intimidation shfe is to advise the Y/ashington 
Field Office immediately. There has been no indication that intimi¬ 
dation will occur. ' The Department is being advised by memorandum of 
the Bureau’s views in this'matter, and in the event they feel she needs 
actual protection they consider taking her into custody as a material 
witness under the proper process. 


The Department has instructed the authorities in the District 
Jail where the subject is being held that no one is to interview her 
with the exception of her attorney. This prevents Ingalls* discussing 
this case with Kraus, whom she desires to contact. 

The Washington Field Office has been instructed to give pre¬ 
ferred and expeditious attention- to this case and you will be advised 
of the pertinent developments. 


Respectfully, 


























































fr l h eae peraons In nan/ instanoea were officers of the local chapter 
' lot the Anterloa First Committee, and would have knowledge of the • 
arrangements by which Ingalls was obtained as a feature speaker* > v 
day could also testify as’ to the statements n&de during the appear-. ^^ r - 
» • ' A> iit^s':oonside»d tuide8irable/,h<^Ter;^ .^ontact;any of s 5 the ( '' •' ^ ‘ 


;• * aUUi ftvvvuviivai. oxmw ^ -- ■ - w » . 7 

Aaerica First Committee probably hays a record of the expense 
«ts submitted by Ingalls, as well as the'disbursementsmadeto her. 
would probably alsobe . available .at their headquarters in Chicago, 


"She advised that she' 
additional information • £ 
been no.'indication ‘that.’? 
involved ih‘,this , case to 
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**TM« ATTOANey ocncnai.*' 

AND RCFCft TO 
INTTIAU AMO HUMIKA 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

January 14, 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



For your disposition there is attached copy o ffice i n 
KampfH (German edition, 1939), This hook is the property 
of LauraHtngalls and was recovered from her possessions by 
Agent McLaughlin for use as a Government exhibit in the 
trial of the case United States v. Laura Ingalle . 

Miss Ingalls is presently serving a two-year sentence 
in the Lorton Reformatory, but in order to avoid any possible 
embarrassment upon the completion of her sentence, it is 
suggested that the book be delivered back to her. It is ex¬ 
pected that Miss Ingalls will ask for all the exhibits used 
at the trial, and inasmuch as I am leaving Washington, the 
only exhibit in my possession is being delivered to you for 
whatever disposition you see fit. 


Respectfully, A 


M. Neil Andrews 
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federal bureau of investigation 


IfASHPiSTON, D. c. 


i nf r NO. XOO- 61 D 1 


(REPORT KADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE I 


tgrOKT MADE IT 


r+ .v«Sr; | 


Washington, D. 9/ 

, ^_ y -i-■- 7 / 1 t -p chjww.>«""—— 

tit ixT CHANGED / 0 L^impn/v ttEGISTRATIGN ACT 

iM ipS& nwife?SS% V raIERKAL SECURI1T ' 

6 J*& ^ B llaaAiLi----' 

TSegatafcius^—4-*— 1 pi cHj « oVenkreuzchen. t 


- J WHICH MW* 

i/3/1,2 |ji/22-3lM, 


CHARACTER OF-*lA*E 


si psaswsswfflM^s 

0 SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: \ 

' / . . . .1 4 ^ rr TKflAlI 


■•5 



dpsis of facts: \ ^ P+orflf iaeent of a foreign 

Indictment charging « ?m/§ 8 aS amended by Act of 

principal as defined on Act oi W * /2 ,m herein set out. 

8/7/39 and presented by ^an^ ^returned "cepi" on 12/24/41. 

■J Bench^rr^t iMued 

Xv toi 

. - V ° \/ sent 2 search of KRAUS' apartment Ructions contai*- 

• v f - V . . affiliations set out. greeme rt vdth Gorman Reich ob- 

ing confirmation of IhGAU5 8^ inorifflinat ing evidence from .. 

' tained and set out, search, under arrant, of *. 

examination of property “ ludlng i is t of dates and places ' } 

‘ INGALLS’ New York apartment, points; also sons-.,', 

where INGALLS spoke an he BGALLS* notebooks anddia^ 

. 0 f names of other contacts fo v,, tween 3KGAIIS and KRAUS, as , 

J h Si vdth excerpts fro ^ ^^^^^H^portraying entire picture and • • 

' ^ss^sssss^S^stssz- 

y ' ■ SSSZZVZZ- 2SU io mat w «* ™ ! “”V 

' \ 1 / listed herein. 'T 


- P - 


Reference: 


Report of Special Agent 
Washington, D. C. 


dated 12/22/41. at BH 


ar*ci 4 - aoeht 

CO dESDE^rRO^^fe 

COflESOTTHIEBEPO^ 1 )* 
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DO HOT WRITE IN THESE WACES 
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'5 - Bureau 
2 - Neil Andrews, D«J 
4 - Washington Field 
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100-6101 


The following is a list of INGALLS 1 speaking engage¬ 
ments containing the dates on which, and places where INGALLS 
spoke, also the group before which she was speaking end so fa 
as is available, the names of the persons whom she contacted 
in the various places where she spoke. This information is 
derived from correspondence, INGALLS 1 notes and investigation 


America First Committee meeting at Los Angeles, Cal* 


America First Committee, 1200 people, Arena, Oakland 
Cal. 


America First meeting at Los Angeles, Cal 


June 24, 1941 America First Committee, Long Beach, Cal 
June 30, 1941 Meeting of MOTHERS, Pasadena, Cal. 


America First meeting, Glendale, Cal. 
Apparently introduced by PATRICK CALHOUN 

America First meeting, Alhambra, Cal. 


1941 America First meeting, Vftlshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
Cal. 


America First meeting, Woman's Club, Hollywood, Cal 
Spoke with one SYLVIApCOL-FORT 


'PHELPS, Los Angeles, Cal 


Radio talk with G. ALLIS' 










100-6101 


July 24, 1941 
July 25, 1941 

Aug. 27, 1941 

Sept. 27 and 
28, 1941 

Oct. 5, 1941 

Oct, 6, 1941 
Oct. 9, 1941 
Oct. 15, 1941 

Oct. 16, 1941 
Oct. 17, 1941 

Oct. 20, 1941 

Oct. 23, 19a 

oct. 24, 19a 

Oct. 25, 19 a 
Oct. 27, 19a 


America First Womans Group,"Los Angeles, -Cal* 

America First, Pasadena, Cal. 

With Hr. FATRIC^GALHOUN 

America First meeting, Washington, D. C. 

Convention of n We the Mothers Mobilized for 
America, Inc.' 1 .,Chicago, Ill. 

America First picnic, Elmhurst, Long Island, N.Y. 
Spoke with Ex-Senator RUSHfllOLT. 

Women United, New York City 

America First Committee, Rutherford, New Jersey 


V.' 


America First Committee, Jamaica, Long Island, N.Y. 
and also, • 

America First Committee, ?/oodside. Long Island, N.Y. 


America First, Woodridge, New Jersey 

America First Bronx Rally, 5000 persons, Bronx, N.Y.;.. 
Spoke with Ex-Senator RUSH HOLT 

America First Committee, street speaking, 

57th and Fifth AveNew York City 

America First meeting, Rosedale, Long Island, N.Y. 
and on same date 

America First meeting, Jackson Heights, Long Island. 

America First meeting, 38th St. Chapter, Third Ave., 
New York City. 

Introduced by Mrs. LEWIS. 

America First meeting, Academy of Music, Brooklyn, N.Y 
Spoke with JOHtL.CUDAHY and Senator BURTON K^7vHEELHR. 

America First meeting, Astoria, Long Island 


- 14 - 
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Oct, 28, 1941 

Oct. 31, 1941 
Not. 3, 1941 

Nov. 6, 1941 

Nov. 10, 1941 
Nov. 11, 1941 
Nov. 12, 19a. 
Nov. 13, 19a 

Nov. 14, 1941 
Nov. 15, 1941 

Nov. 16, 1941 
Nov. 16, 1941 
Nov. 18, 1941 

Nov. 19, 1941 

Nov. 19, 1941 
Nov. 20, 1941 

Nov. 21, 1941 





America First meeting, 59th St. Chapter, 
New York City ' 


America First meeting, Bayridge Unit, Brooklyn, N.Y 

America First meeting, Highbridge Unit, Bronx, N.Y. 
Spoke with Congressman HAMILTON^FlSH. 




~ . .»*_ .. y .« ; • 

-*r— 

■ • >,' : A iC‘,7. 


America First meeting. Queens, L9ng Island, N.Y. 
Spoke with Congressman WILLIAM B. ? 'BARRY. 


America First meeting, Brooklyn, New York 
Yfomen United, New York City , 






Left New York City enroute to Appleton, Wis. 


America First Committee, Appleton, Wisconsin. 
Mr. RAJ/^LLIAMS, Chairman. 


America First meeting, movie theatre, Wittenberg, Wis. 


America First meeting, Community House, Neilleville, 
Wisconsin. / 

Hr. WILLIAIWILSMAN, Chairman. • * 


: [jWy-'A 

r : ; * 

K - 

i*\ tfc* * r\f 


America First meeting, high school. Bloomer, Wis. 


America First meeting, Memorial Hall, Fall Creek, Wis. 

America First, Racine, Y/isconsin 
Mr. .JSETCHIN, Chairman. 


America First meeting, Manitowoc, Y/isconsin. 

Mrs. ARCHBTXAST, Chairman. 

Radio talk, Station YfOMT, Manitowoc, Wis. 

Interview vdth MARGARST^fYER, Station Y/OMT, Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin 

America First meeting, Kimball Hall, Chicago, Ill. ' 
Spoke with Congressman KAKLiMUNDT. 



n 
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Nov, 24, 1941 America First meeting, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Krs/iEISCHAL, Chairman. 

Nov. 25, 1941 America First meeting, Gary;*'Indiana. 

Mrs. E. TyjfelL, Chairman. 

It will be noted that INGALLS has listed the 
following as good women in Gary: 

Mrs^RANDT 
Mrs. C. B. ^/KT&ffiR 
Mrs. W. G^fiOKUAN 
Mrs. Wr-KLNV/OODIE. 

Nov. 28, 1941 America First meeting, high school, Colorado 
Springs, Col. 

Spoke with Ex-Senator RUSH HOLT. . 

Mrs. SPENCSR^ENROSE and Mrs. TOiJ/MC CARTHY, 
Chairmen. 

’ Nov. 29, 1941 America First meeting, Lincoln Park Auditorium, 
Grand Junction, Col. 

Rev. M. AIJJfl jffi&TH, Chairman. 

Spoke vdth Ex-Senator RUSH HOLT. 

Dec. 1, 1941 America First Committee radio broadcast, station 

KLZ, Denver, Col. 

Mr. CLAUDE Br^BOETCHER, noted. 

Dec. 2, 1941 Luncheon vdth Denver Women. 

Dec. 5, 1941 America First, final speech, Temple House, 

Lansing, Michigan. 

Mrs. J. ON2R, Chairman. 
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Director 

F«P-~ 


Dear Sir: 


Ifc&cral Surratt of InucBtipation 

Unitcti StnirB department of Sustice 

Log Alleles, California 
January 13, 1 9h3 


He: LAURA HOIJGIITALLBJG BJGELLS, was; 
BJTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


Refei'ence is made to Bureau letter dated Sep¬ 
tember lti, 19^2 entitled, 11 B\ T TERNAL SECURITY, CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
LIST*’, in which it was noted that the Subject had been placed in 
dangerousness classification A-2. Subject’s address was listed 
as Los Angeles, California, 

Inasmuch as the Y/ashington Field Division is the 
office of* origin in this case entitled, "LAURA HOUGHTAT.T.TUG BIGELLS, 
was; REGISTRATION ACT, BJTERNAL SECURITY - G", and since the Subject 
of instant case has no present Los Angeles address, the classifica¬ 
tion letter is being forwarded to the Washington Field Division with 
a copy of this letters • 

c Very truly yours. 


DENsDLK 

100-6533 

1 cc Washington Field - enc. 1 


R. B. HOOD 

S. A. C. 


GCTOKy/ COPIES DESTROYED ^ 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

February 3* 1942. 



Mr. 

Mr. 

V,f. 

Ms. 

'. i. 


Hu-' *>_ 

C.'.r.-.o-i .. 

Cpfti.?... . 

T»'r.... 
i' »;t... .. 

O.-'v. Tj» ::•» 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER, 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ft- 


O •/' 

re: Ignited States v. Laura Ingalls., • ' 

Trial Date February 9> 1942 

United States v. George Sylvester 

yiereck, Trial Date February 16, ^ 

1942 

United States v. Ryder. Williams, 

Townsend, et al ., Trial Date 
• - March, 1942 

• '• . • i. ‘ 

It is desired that a limited investigation be made of the members 
of the trial jury, both civil and criminal, who are to be drawn February ^ ’ 

3, 1942* in the District Court for the District of Columbia. 

It would be well to make inquiry concerning the reputation for r** 

loyalty and patriotism of each juror; his general reputation as a law 
abiding citizen* his membership in fraternal and patriotic organizations; . 
the police record of the. juror and the members of his immediate family, 
his; attitude towards the lend lease program and the war effort; whether 
the juror has any close relatives who were born in any Axis countiy and r • 
his credit standing. No personal contact with the prospective juror should 

be made. 

jour attention is called to the fact that the first of these cases 
will be tried on February 9th. It is important; that this investigation 
be completed and that a report of .the. eame be made pr ior to that dat e . ■. — 

1 *•"'*' ■ , «u».. 1 


- • V" 




WENDELL uihiuxu, 
Assistant Attorney Gene] 


v^V,;S " •' -, 

V Yt- - * ... ' - ‘ ’’ ’_*'**'*' ! • 
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Special Agent In Char*e 
Washington, D* O* 


Q QrfC' 


Snt Siri 


Ret LAURA ZKQALLSs 

vOfiOSOK 5TLVB5TEa nsaSCK> 
RALPH *• T0WH3BJD, et al) 
Registration Act 


! ■ 


i ; 
\ ■ 


Thi* will ©oafira a telephone tell had between 
jou and Supervisor Duane L* Trajtaor of thie Bureau on instant 
date ins true tin* that /our office do the best it oo\p^ to 
conduct an investigation of the neabcra of the trial July, 
both civil ad criminal, who were drawn on February 3# 1942 
in the District Court for the District of Coluabia, This re- 
port mast be in the Bureau inot later than Saturday ®oming, 
February ?, for irsnanlttal to ths Department* As ^ 

adviaedi the Department requsated the following investigation* 


V_ 







’* «xt would be well to make Inquiry concerning the 
reputation for loyalty and patriotism of each Juror) hie 
- general reputation as a law abiding citizen) his rstaibeiv 
ship in fraternal and patriotic organisations) the police 
record of the Juror and the swab era of hie Ijmcdate family) 
. his attitude towards the lend least program and the war 
effort) whether the'Juror has any dosO[ relatives who were 
bom in any Axis country and hie credit standing* *0 
personal oontaet with the prcspecUve Juror should be 
lBad•| ,, ’■ v s j : : - ; 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
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FEDERAL feSuu^f 

•VS. 0EPAR1MENT OF JUSTICE 


Very truly yours. 






V 


<>Y 


JOh^^dear Hoover 
Director 
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Mr. C. A. T.mni 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



4:00 p.m. 


Several Bureau of Inuc*tt0atian 
States Bcpartimnt of Rustic* 

^afi^fnston, B. C. 

* February 3* 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KRA)!ER>vv 


RE: LAURA HOUGHTALING INGALLS, 
Ydth aliases 
: INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Mr. Cl«r.» _____ 

Mr. Cl»vln_ 

Mr. Udd__ 

Mr. Nleh.1* __ 

Mr. Tr.ey_ 

Mr. R**cn _____ 

Mr. Cuiw ___ 

Mr. Wlw _ 

Mr. Hand.n _ 

Mr. Moll.m.* __ 

Mr. T.fnm^ 

Mr. Harlia__ 

r«l«. Roam _____ 

Mr. ' 

Mtu Btahm _____ 
Mill Bandy 


Special Agent D. T. McLaughlin of the Washington Field Office 
contacted the writer tele phonic ally at the above tijr.e on the instructions 
of SAC McKee. He referred to the report of Special Agent Edward A. 
Furbish, dal^d January 6, 1942, at Los Angeles, California, which con¬ 
tained considerable undesirable material with regard to the obtaining 
of certain documents in the residence of Laura Qngalls at Los Angeles. 
Entrance had .been effected into the residence through the cooperation 
of Mrs. RalplirRevilo, whereupon certain documents were removed from the 
premises and placed in the files of the Los Angeles Office, and a re¬ 
quest made by the Los Angeles Office for the office of origin to request 
a search warrant in the event they were required in the prosecution. 


\ Letters of censure were previously directed to the .Washington 

Field Office and the Los Angeles Field Office for taking action on this 
report, but the Washington Field Office has been unsuccessful in determin¬ 
ing exactly what transpired, although having forwarded two or three 
previous teletypes to the Los Angeles Office. The Departmental attorneys 
wished to be advised of the transaction, so that a decision could be made 
as to whether the documents could be used as evidence. 


The writer subsequently advised SAC McKee to call Los Angeles 
and get the entire matter straightened out so that the facts would be 
available. At 9:30 p.m., SAC McKee contacted the writer and advised 
that Mrs. Revilo had temporary custody of Ingalls’ property and had a 


key to the premises. She was to ’forward personal mail and retain / 
business mail, and actually referred the i^ents of the Los Angeles / 
Office to the letters obtained and set fojth in the above reference ;/^" 
report, but did not remain in the h9u^^ring^thQ-J^ull,..periocL4.haJ.L.--. 
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ters obtained and set fotfth in tne above reierence-y^ 
ot remain in the houan^^ring_the,full ...peria cLtha 
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Memorandum for Hr. Kramer 


these were being examined, nor give permission to remove the letters 
from the residence. The letters were later returned to the Ingalls' 
residence and subsequently a search warrant was used to obtain the 
same letters, by the same Acent who had returned them to the premises. 


In view of the above facts it is doubtful that the letters 
obtained in Los Angeles can be used legally as evidence. However, 
the attorneys for the subject mhy make stipulations to permit their 
introduction. The letters obtained are merely corroborative of the 
other evidence secured and failure to introduce them will in no way 
jeopardize the prosecution. 


Respectfully 



Cl, KA UXX7, 


D. A. Flinn 











3-efcrral Bureau of Inueotf^otion 
United gtatea department of 3ucttr* 

B3a«t|ln0ton t B. flf. 

February 13, 1942 


Mi. At l».n<n 


Mr. CL** _ 
Mr. Olavin 
Mr. U£d 
Mr. Hich.li 
Mr. tr«» 


Mr. K*»en 
Mr. Ctirt^n 
Mr. Crl^ry 
Mr. H.ndefi 


Mr. M.ll«*t*n 


MEMORANDUM FOR ITi. 


HE: -LAURA HCUGHTALIkP[I- jtfALLS, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
. REGISTRATION ACT 



Mr. Quinn Timm 
Mr. Haifa 
T«| 0 . twin 
Mr. Niun 
Mil* Bcahm 
Mil* OjhmV 


There is attached hereto a memorandum which was 
submitted to the writer by Special Agent D. T. McLaughlin, 
of the v/ashington Field Office, at the time consideration 
was being given by Judge Morris to accepting a plea of nolo 
contendere from the subject* 

This summary was reviewed by the writer for any 
objectionable material at that time and SAC KcKeo v.'as 
contacted telephordcally and advised that the attached 
memorandum v/as approved for submission to the Judge, con¬ 
fidentially. As you will recall the plea of nolo contendere 
was denied. - 


Respectfully, 


D. A. Flinn 
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'. • ■ During the spring, of 1941 : LAURA; INGALLS is icnotm ; i;!; 
to havo expressed the .sentiment'’that democracy la. the .77$ 

bunk and cannot last j that .HITLER would ehcorapass~ tbe“ United;.:;.;;^'* 
States and thatrthe jjeople of the United States imist aake^ -’> • 
ready for the acceptance of HITLER *S policy and that we must 
prepare for hie arrival; that she herself was;'working to’7 V., 

prepare the people to receive HITLER and that she hoped to get 
to Berlin to got instruction’s as to horribg proceed. /INGALLS v i 




* . ? 

•«- * » • 

. ^ r r • * 

V v ' ,• 


' : when Germany came into power in the United States. During : 

I -the summer months of 1941 INGALLS is knovrn to have sought assistance 
from HMIS .BORClISR'tnd FRITZ V/EIDES4AH, Gorman Diplomatic offioialB, 
and expressed a desire for further assistance from other German 
’*);. diplomatic ‘.officials in -carrying o.ut ?a. plan whereby she would go •• :7 


%**'■&*&'*: to Germany tOAlo^rniths irv system v 74$77 
:->;U':7; 7P4^lTiK C ;“Vru 1 ^ iVIKC1AI.I-S •; &p>ok97*9^ 

'Kn‘ • -V'JT■ V''?v' /*/*/» nnm ’’Flntf.’-'ftnrimif.tAA •'ftnd Annnnrl '-I.n l • / 





_' -'-V*-' -»V '• ' ‘ '- __ - - . -«Vg‘{&[«* ttW. 'M V ^ e * 8 *"***? 





m 


J ss..T-y •'*.•••-v : 

•'^ - •?.-* ; - >?*?>.*«•:• ■•;•;: £.« j ^T- ; 'v y- ;l : 4 1 %-.• •; *'V„ ;; ••.? •• ^v> r & v;& -• 

•^'v u ‘ 7 on six occasions for the America First Conmitteo in the 

’ —*wwno territory. Through these speeches, sho established her- 
% eolf Tilth a group of women in L 03 Angeles known as Mothers 

-•' • of Loa Angeles, under whoso sponsorship oho flow toYfachlng- 

‘•'■/ri,ton early in the month of • August as a courier of that organ!- ; 


VS ; 5 c 'i ■'•■' '• •’ "Washington/?P-‘ C.' f At this time/' she 'bocano acquainted with 

' .n '.)• JULIA KRAUS/’ known to bo. of pronounced Nasi leanings. ‘ JULIA 
yp-'-/ • ■ \ V ‘ KRAUS was acquainted with FRITZ WAGNER, messenger at the 

• Oernan Embassy, and. BERNHARDINE, hie wife,, who were residents 


, , ' // . 




vy^y; 


‘. posed arrangement, VON OIENANTH reached an agreement with ' ■ 

.. -INGALLS.'- On the basis of-her ability to earn $300 per month 
•• as a flying instructor, a. salary of $300 a month for her efforts 


•V . ; l • 
•‘•C* •. 



27th and 28th of Beptensber,' 1941# 'INC 

'■M0 ::' i r ;\\ K Creased* a mothers*-group -in'Chicago/ ‘ Illinois/;/During ‘the 
'ii- month, of^Ootobor,'"INGAliS delivered thirteen, speeches in New 


-‘York and surrounding Vicinity for-ithe: America First Committee,;-; 
C ' ont * ^0 "WomenUnited.On October 10, > INGALLS lead a. group 
: KWoiaaii^UniVid M , from Hew York-^City ^ ?a p5lgtlmage to.flash-.-/. 


;. ington to plead with Congressmen against the revision of the . /•: 
r;'*; .•» :*; JNeutrality Act, and took part with them in. a demonstration for V 
;';V. the‘.same, conducted in the Senate-Office Building.’!--On October' : - 
"• ' ’■ - 22, 1941, INOALLS accompanied, the Brooklyn America First chapter. 







,,v . «> 







^revision of tho Neutrality Act, During the month of October, 

.' INOALLS received $250 cash, which was delivered to her per- 
.; . eonally by VON GIFJ/ANTH in Now York City; also, sho received 

*i r \r Cu ^'the balance of $50 from VON OIKNANTN in a..telegraphic money':-..; 
•••-V.-'i'C-v*'* V- order cent by intermediary, KRAUS Almost daily contact-was - 
^.£■ maintained between INOALLS• dnd :V0N QIENANTH through inter-w ; .\; 

: <;; .' i - ^/ ! , > ; aedi<uy ‘ meetings of-.INOALLS and : - 

If ^^ ?.-£•?QEBRANTH,dll'conduc.todVtinder a oubterfUge/’took’place -••<': • 

n: 

f 'j'.On November; i; ;INGAIXS- came: to‘Washington' to'be pres- \'V 


«;• v ■}%. bor '13th‘and November 3.0th,;;ohe delivered eleven speeches •' 
.••r. :. ;. .‘- j. throughout the Middle West, and ae. far west as Colorado. '.She. 

'V :’/■ V 1 /Jreceived $50 from VON OIENANTH, sent to Chicago in telegraphic 




Hitts# }i -v$;? , V:]ffi80ondin^i8he^c^ye4;« f ^^‘;.of v ^\oQnfix*etionTof her; agree- 
f.V- *■V ■ ! ; ment with tho OarDOSX\(^^^tii froa^intermediary KRAUS, and ’ 

v .• ' " instructions'•tQ^o<^^^'^^:-!Nork- , 'tbfodgh : -I)eoeid>er v ’ • :s V .« - 

»• V:'*. A -. \•*' **: •> ’•*:»*.i*?, W*.tit. '-J f , \ £$s* : ■ i7 , : . v; • • •’ ‘ 

^7 >;•' W ' •■*. • *• On booember' 1,"she”engaged ln' ; a ; radio broadcast on • \i A 

V % /’^Station KLZ,‘ Denver. ’ On December -5/-.she£deliveredher final 
••*. h?..* *- '•P«och‘aa a substitute for .^Alfofa ’ •' 

.J: ’^.JI^Klchigan. ; -After, tho outbreak., of the war,she'returned to; 

>” Washington; D.‘ C. to got new assighmonts and instructions for 
carrying 'on;: h«r ■ work‘undorVithe'existing war 'conditions, and. • ;h • 












^ On Dooembor 17, 1941, suspecting that the F.3.I., 

$ ! might be conducting an investigation of her activities, 

3 ' INGALLS advised KRAUS that, in the event she was questioned 

.. , by . the F. B. I-, she would tell tliem that she was conducting., , 
investigation,, and that KRAUS was to say that money 
X-:: ^M;^-;which ;had ! beeh fprwarddd- : to';iRnAIXS. by KRAUS, was money which - 
xKRAUS was loaning to INGALLS.’^‘She addod that:'.she would tell 
K l questioned/'’that; all filers wero queer- £*£' 

*V'‘”• 1 people,'and'that one does not know what is in their minds* 

At this time, she advised KRAUS that this would be their ; 

V- v » ’ story and that they would stick to it. Later in the day on 

1 December 17, 1941, IKGALLS came to the Washington Field Office 


% f W,*.. 

in'." 


* T" ’ "'• ere contained in.the signed statement made voluntarily by:UiGALIS 
¥}>\. -on December 18, 1941. 1 ' ’*•< V- .*£/ -- 


,«,SV . 


• ' JULIA KRAUS, on Ddcombor i7, 1941, upon invitation, came 
to - tho .Washington. field ^Office of the ^Federal Bureau .of lnvesti- 
gatioh, /iuid admitted to ali^the above .jset-Qut/ facta, concerning. 
her activitd.ee .W/tateroediaiy, which ; factd are contained ,in^';V 
signed.statement and: supplementary statement made voluntarily Y</ 
by her ^ W-this revealed IROALIfiL precbhceiyed' 

defense of a'private ■'.investigation-; in the -event - of/arrest,‘ 


>. •* v**:; v, 

• ;; . .f ?■. * 


. y'were being interviewed' in ; the WasKington Field Office, VON \W. 
*>vGIENARTH delivered tfLOO In .’cash to MRS. .JULIA. KRAUS, /mother® 


/-.of KRAUS, at-the Kraus apartment for INGALLS, v who was residing^ 
.V there at. the tifM./.via hia WAGNER.; *;v • /;. *&-*•;\ ' ; v; 

^-V- ’>• V.'*V 

Contacts and all correspondence .between parties to ■ - 














evidenda 04»tAin«d..in fconaoat>dorcb 
‘ .' '' -' i °^ «&• KRAUS apartment in'feshjjigton, I). 0#' and the search '..’• 

^.•v;7V under warrant conducted in INGALLS 1 apartment in New York 

:*?&*; 1 uncovered copies of correspond once between INGALLS and KRAUS, 

. acting as intermediary for VON GIENANTH. A personal diary 

. end notebooks of INGALLS, in her handwriting, corroborated 
.=...■ muoh of the above information regarding her aotlwltiesf.also,• U*V£ 


.=...■ much of 

• ! •’ .- ••. >■ 1 4 fftrai; 


considerable amount of America First and other .Isolationist; 


*vfAll of the aforementioned German propaganda 1 b believed 
v J .v to be that literature dea'oribed by INGALLS to have been delivered 


■••f Aloofound ‘in''• the» 'fleai&^mer^Ueath^ ••" 

'in ' Kattpf i another, copy of ^the sane book in Englis^,, /v;V ; 



•W' V •*. INGALLS, in all her apeeohes throughout the country, was 
Vicious .in her attacks against the Administration and was very 
forceful and dramatic in expressing her purpose to keep the : : , 
United States ;out of -the^Buropoan war/.and’ to/encourage/all.'oy ^^' -, 
her listeners' to "tfrite ^their' Congressmen .Sx^. Semites,, and to'! 
do. all -in^their! powerYto'hoid up; legislation'.having to do;.withL^;;f.V 


~;*pjr- ’:>■$ f . • . 'Hiring the period or ..this Inwtigation,': INGALLS neither 
’5*ti approached for tho r purposo'of’-furnishinginformation* nor furnished 
-any information to., the.Federal;Bureau-of Investigation# 1 ’s'■”:' r ‘- : .kx/ • 

*vyV• •7LG*V v ' 'V.- ; 'V-. C: /' ■ >•.■:•■ *.■!•*■■ vVj5:‘4'*?-;• •• ' '■• - •; .. 

'*-W')puxpose:.offolarification # : -it' , ia'pointed out that ;V 

















.;■ -. •? ■ ■•• -. • S;.,..' •- . A 



ift V«!* :W -• ; 100^8Wyf >' * '■"j.-i -*,"i '••’ “'■''/'•Syr ’• *-v-.‘ • .•••• .• .->'>‘.C*"vV i .i' * :»‘V, >• > - *.«• ■ #' . .s.^. : .•••'■* *• •’• • 

u£vua*’*.'* M/•/ .>/>•' v.;--. 3 i/*-' r - V .r. 

jfjr -•'•• ^ ., 

\v ‘ Sidena r a«^6u;of instigation ;* r \ »•! • '? 

■-•.•' • * rt. •••.•'■.. .' U: i.r 


\"\. y*•• ^ v ; • \ 'A TitiM'* w» tonvidtSd oft * •• ARMra*'' • 

■#;* -i.':yA« ha. b^^rtM ^ urundtr U)0 ; ;A ^{Hggfe? 












rn6* Mj 




































FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


No. a 


I'j^UfHlS^CASE.OFl'CWATED AT -WASHINGTON, D. VC,- -v, - >;TI*^.NO- 100 -. 6101 ' 




• Vf-v-.-- 

V NAME or CONVICT WITH ALIASES: 

A. -C 1 ** 

••■•A: fj 


•'Hi; -LAURA HOUGITI'ALIIIG INGALLS, vdth aliases, .Aunb El^en, Aunfc jjinnle, . . • . - . 

-frAuni/. Nellie t > Dllen^atriot; ancTSegetarius^^A”^-. v: ~ r - - • • ■ v ■<> ‘ -■•<■'■■ : • ,v 4i 




$Wi' 'k't *;V ' l'# ' - 

?!:>' ' . f . OUTLINE OF OFFENSE FOR TOUCH CONVICTED V. L' -}}':\ : X 

• >‘57. *. l)A. V T.ATtP A *'PrSnr*Ti^T/'T.TWrt r TT.TfL ATYv-Q * T ViVnAvfri ’•'.WrrrV^n-- A dv» r. ’ \ ! - 




quantity of \ { • 
l Cpngress^r :$']•] 
jae''resided ! - i * 






















T 


at* 'the* German'lliibassy and .,hierwif e', . BERNHAHDINS -WAGNERjv'bpt.li- .of- wiom ; 

res1:dld"‘With Baron^WJaCH:^^ ;Secretary^6f the German;..?^.;. ■ 

‘Embassy - at '?07 Broadly Boulevard, 'Chevy Chase, Maryland. •. Through .KRAUS 
and WAGNER, INGALLS met Baron VON GIENANTH and again offered her services , \ 
to €ffe~German Government. After a brief period of indecision on the 
part of Baron VON GIENANTH, a tentative working agreement was made with 
INGALLS to be confirmed abroad by the German Government. Pursuant to j 


*! ' \ ‘ ‘ " -INGALLS spoke 5 in' an’d^:about' Neiwiiprk^CityValmpst-.daily'from ; - ] 

'• • the latter part of September -until the end, of the' firweek in November. ; I 

'• This series of sneaking engagements was*broken only by her periodic trips * 



the principal speakers. - 

% ■ ^•v<;Vc. : 'During the month of . November 1941, she toured t 
illinois/^indiana; and Wisconsin.: and Raveled as far l 
V£s'neakinjj .almost'' daily before • American, Firs t-c ommi 11 ep, me € 



the middle west 
West as. Colorado, * \; 
fetings and 

.cljigan'J' during V Y\ 
Washington ■ seeking y, 

• .• * • «*r. , 


iWer; activities^ for'. { the German cause.-, pf te^ - •< 

itic.'''Representatives UH xd 


UiJ. iU- --V- --. 

KampfJ! and' she was vicious in her<attacks against/ the administration 

-slforeign/policy, :gqingjas v far ona few occasions as to'suggest ..that . 
■ *« ■ * \ • j i .‘v.' 3 u....-i'n'LinnAMt- a■ fo ' >-» mftirA i’.hfimsftT V6s heard . 
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g^:’ ! ;. i . , % i;|f-: ,r./ *:. ; . //. aggravating bit mitigating • circuklstances -" • "r i -. 


if*. 


There appear to be no mitigating circumstances in connection 
tilth this crime. LAURA INGALLS apparently has always been a problem to 
her family. She has very few, if any, friends among her flying associates. 


*$r, ... 

K.. . 


she admired/the"way/Hitler; accomplished things.'v?At this time INGALLS. 

' said" that !•* the; American - form of, 1 government is un-satisfactory; that'the 
Americans are dumb concerning-.-political governmental systems and if the 
• country had a man like Hitler conditions would be improved." She said 


11 it.viould take a man like Hitler,to run the United States right.” 

’■ ‘ ‘ • 1 ' ''’[■'* • *. .(j'j's ' ’ ..... .. v . ■ ’ • _ ■ ■ 

v.-. She gainci'a/reputation as a pro-Nazi sympathizer Ih flying’ y \ ■ 
; V circles’ 1 and‘in Llayof 1940 she; .Voiced her sympathies for the Nazi cause'/ 


i’S-® get control’of"the^United'State's/because)pf our’, stupidity. ‘ ‘She statedV 

•'' "• that ’‘"Hitlers; plans are* supreme” and that--Roosevelt is pushing the a. 

: United 'States' into a’.-war. -..with • one nation that we ’ should be friendly with. 


ShO Hypiced, herYpro^jHitler sentiment s/many - times and-in March;./• ; 
ter becoming/acauainted-.with Dr.^THOliSEN-of’ the. German Snbassv.. . V 


QMSEN' pf' the, German Embassy ,. 
^is/k’nown to 'have stated' to • 


!*t>e ,; c«jenvhere..-andj-we must be. ready, ..this 
in not'last/ ,; 1 ’am working to prepare the • 1 ' 















V 
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fife£’>great joy oveV*German' victoriesjof the-'past years ^d bhe is-reported^^ ‘ 

■ . £?••fo.TOvV'e^rejssBd.-a/belief^th^t/^pennany^&Mi-ld be .victorious in the war^. ;;; . /; 

? ; yti J v ■ V : ; : aXd as a result vjould gain control of the .-United States, after which 

German sympathizers in the United States would be given recognition as 
;'.V. a rSf&rd for their interest in the cause. During the dictation Ox her 

statement on December IS, 1941, and as a defense from the stand an the 
;.V*. . trial of this case, INGALLS stated that it was her intention by establ^h- 

- ing herself and. maintaining contracts ydth;the Geman Massy to ingra _^ *•,* 

i . : *.tiate’herself “into*- the confidence ofy the’ German diplomatic representa.tiy 
V ’••Viandthereb/-place^ierseU;iii-^position;>diefe-;she -might be;|.ble to^^,- ■ ; 

wh:- > •• ishf.n^ n'’in formation 'concerning > the '-.German j program ’.in -.the .United States, : 

•.Federal • Bureau-,of •.;> 

5he had not yet 
il Value in the 
report to the 


v 






















LAURA INGALLS is a citizen of the United States, un-married, 
was born in Ne« York City in 1896 to l'x. 
r ABBOTT INGALLS and lira,. KARTHA. HCUGHTALIKG IHGAIXS, good people, non 
whothe record’. reflection September 23, 1923 advised the ; 


^r^esSytSi^Hospit^l Training Scho f “ ^ '$*■ 

aan. s &as* at ^ ■ 


X •• w* • ’ - She'* obtained ’.a -bli^id-riying ana^,^« r v- -“T". * t. 

: >inK year ; ahd > also set new.trahscpntinental. fljins-recota.- She won Lhe . • , 

^X. -secoS nrize’-money-in'the Bentji^ross X&er f 

<••!« thereafter, engaged,susoencS tar & 
■ •.nrtQo eV»o rtr'ftflted a national\stix^. and^he^ fly _ f • __ mem 4. ponmhlets !*•' 









i • * menW . • * .v- 

f She ovms an F.H.A. financed home in Burbank, California 

l .in which she lived most of the ...time until, she launched herself upon ; 
■'«* :; v-' her irost'^.recent' activities*>in-'the America First. Committee and vdth ,tl 


,rThere; ds^noirecordj that: INGALLS 'ever married and apparently . 

'•*;-;she".ftas always^been. a 1 Very■•egotistical,.independent individual v;ho had 
h vfv 4 . .i'i'- her-way." She-.hasn't, had much home life with. her • family and apparently 

•; ■*>* has scent 5 most of her adultsliiTe :< aloneShe is not well liked in flying, . ' 






Tfj* n.V vvwsr »■ -..V* U ?V. V jll-m 
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DIRECTOR 
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5?ct»cral bureau of luuesttrumou 
llnttcit States Department of dustier 
m«Bl|ut0tou t 31. (3. 

FiPRiAJP October 4, 1943 s\ 

CaLlaf 9:45 P.M.., 10/3/43 f) 

Dictation: 9:30 A.M., IO/ 4/43 

\ memorandum for 'MR. ladd/ Lu 


LAURA INGALLS; \ 
RiXU ST RATION ACT 


In connection with the Walter Winchell broadcast on “ 

October 3, 1943, Supervisor E. P. Rrown telephonically contacted M ! 88 
the-Washington Field Division relative to a beating given Laura Mlfla 

Ingalls by the inmates of a Federal jail. Special Agent Robert ¥. - 

Arthur, who was - on the desk at the Washington Field Office, checked this 
matter and called back advising that Miss Ingalls had been removed from 
the District of Columbia Jail on July 24, 1943* There was no indication 
as to where she had been sent. 


Mr. E; A. Tamn 

Mr. ClcgR_ 

Mr. Coficy_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd__ 

Mr. Nichols,_ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr, Tra_ 

Mr. Aceilr_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo__ 

Mr. Hendon__ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn -Tamm 

Tele. Room_ V 

Mr. Ncaso,__ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Special Agent C. C. Nelson of the New York Field Division was 
telephonically contacted at 10:55 P.M. for any available information 
relative to this matter. Agent Nelson called back a short time later 
advising that Father Murphy, a Priest from Washington, D. C., had advised 
Special Agent Daniel T. McLaughlin that he had a few days previously over¬ 
heard a conversation between Frank Doyle, Political Editor of the New York 
Daily Mirror, and a Chaplin from the Lorton, Virginia Penitentiary, where 
Laura Ingalls was incarcerated. The Chaplin was stated to have mentioned 
that Laura Ingalls was not getting along well with the other prisoners and 
that she had been beaten up by them. Ifcyle at the time was in Washington 
for the purpose of securing a story on Laura Ingalls. No information"was 
available to the New York Office as to the cause of the beating administered 
to Miss Ingalls by the inmates of the Lorton Prison. 

RECOMMENDATION ‘ • 


It is recommended that this information be made a matter of 

record. 






JOHN^ EDGAR HOOVER 
" " DIRECTOR 


CC-287 



Time: ^.2:37' to 2:42 p.m 
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jflrftrrn! tLUtrrau of Inuretuuition 
Uluftri* ^tatro ^Department of Justice 
ITIasljuigton, SL <£. 

October 4, 1943 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LAtfJ )) '/.* . Mr'. McGuire 

* .. i /£■ 

l/ ' Mr. H&rbo_ 

RE: LAURA IICALLS Ur . QuUn Tlmn 

REGISTRATION ACT T.U. Room_] 

Mr. Neaie_ 

Miss Beabm_ 

„ Miss Gandy_ 

fo supplement the information contained in SA E. P. Brown 1 s memorandum 

with reference to Mr. Winchell' s broadcast of October 3, 1943, you are 
advised that I had SA J. A. S izoo cal l Richmond and request the Richmond 
o ffice to d eterm ine the facts with referencelto the alleged beating ~oT Laura 
Ingalls' ' “ “ 1 ’ — 

SACE. E. Kuhn el ^of the Huntington Field Division called the Bureau at the above 
time, advising that SAG. N. Willis of the Richmond Field Division relayed the 
Bureau's request for information to Huntington. SACKuhnel stated that the 
bea ting of Ingalls took _glace on Feb rua ry 19. 1943. at the D. C. Workhouse at 
Occoquan^TO^iriiarDetvfeen 10:30 and 10:45 &.nu He advised that the’records 
at Alderson, where Ingalls was confined until October 1, 1943, indicated that 
for some reason or other the d ormitory light s hac Lbeen turned out on the 
^grnii^^u^m^stio n and that Ingalls was attacked..by */C 

held Ingalls a nd the other beat he^it l^niair brush_to 
s uc f* 3ft ^extent _that __ghe_w a ^hospitalized tor tWQ-wesfrs. The incident,' according 
tothe records, was investigated by prison authorities and a report was submitted 
to Ur. E. A. Green, Superintendent of the D. C. Jail. The report indicated 
that the by Ingalls, she having engaged in a previou s 

11 * 111111 llf ii 11 a blank et and having called~BB^Bfa^»gnt.-t-.Pv 

xat^f The conclusion was that Ingalls was entirely responsible^^^ffiat the - 


Mr. Tohon_ 

Mr. E. A. Timm 

Mr. Clegg_ 

.Mr. Glavln_ 

Mr. L*dd_ 

Mr. NichUAE^ 

Mr. Roseq_ 

Mr. Trtcjf_ 

Mr. Cerijoa^_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire,_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 


Mr. Quinn 
Tele. Room 


morni 


invest igi 


[alls fiac 


i did no - 
hs, Mr. 1 


' indicate that any pol itical m atters were involved or that 
ifinchell indicated, attempted to «gazifjr» the jail. ‘ ~ 


'SACKuhnel further advised that Ingalls was released from Alderson on October 
1, 1943, and that she was to report to the Probation Officer in New York City 
on October 2, 1943, stopping at the Washington, D. C., Jail en route to pick 
up certain personal property. He stated that the authorities at Alderson 
indicated that she had a good record there and had not been the cause of any 
trouble at .that institution. She is reported to have been transferred from 
Occoquan to the D. C. Jail after the incident referred to and on July 24, 1943, 
was trar&mred to the Women's Correctional Institution at Alderson, West Virginia. 
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■ fULNA. LAURA INGALLS. REGISTRATION ACT- G. REFERENCE TELEPHONE CON 

VERSATION BETWEEN E. P. BROWN OF BUREAU AND SPECIAL AGENT C. &. C\\- 
■t ’ , ’■ A., - 

NELSON OCTOBER THIRD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY THREE. N. Y. DAILY ' ■ 

MIRROR OF OCTOBER FOURTH. NINETEEN FORTY THREE CONT AINS ARTTCT.F py F p&V k 

V.DOYLg, T%£ UNDER WASHINGTON DATE LINE OCTOBER THIRD, NINETEEN HUNDRED ' 

^FORTY THREE ENTITLED QUOTE PRISONERS BEAT UP LAURA INGALLS FOR EX- 

' •• - —— --— -jr- »< ; y 

HITLERISM UNQUOT E, FIRST* PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE INDICAT ES I NGALLS •• 

UV I MPRISONED WASHINGTON AND THAT INGALLS REMOVED TO ANOTHER PRISON 

~ : , .' ■ ™ . * ” >iv. **"' 

R after be aten up. . -y ; ".v " \ 

' C0 "' !0Y V ' e6 ; '■ 
Mr ™ 4 s *“ d “ c ->»■ :a*™, 

$s>ribr. sunin n nr nTC^miMTirn > —- ’ /nnf* / X . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Nt. 4 

This Case Originated At WASHINGTON, D. C, 
Report hade At Date When Hade Pe 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Title A 

LAURA INGALLS 


Date When Hade Period f#r 
Which Mad 


3-25-44 


Which Made 

1-7,8,105 

3-9-44 


•* ^ File No. 100-6101 
Report made by • . 

williak j, McCarthy Wjmsjc 

Character of Case 
SEDITION 


Synopsis of Facts: 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


On January 3, 1944, a special Grand Jury in the District 
of Columbia returned an indictment against 30 individuals 
charging them with violating Section 11 of Title 18, U.S. 
Code (Peace Time Sedition Statute)A list of the 
persons indicted is set forth. This list includes the 
persons who were indicted on January 4, 1943, by a special 
Grand Jury in the District of Columbia for having violated 
Section 11, Title 18, and Section 34, Title 50, U, S, 

Code and who were reindicted on January 3, 1944. A separate 
list is also set out containing the names of the nersons 
indicted on January 4, 1943, and not reindicted on 
January 3, 1944..- A third list of persons is also set out 
containing the names of persons who were considered by the 
Grand Jury but who were not indicted. The subjects are to 
be arraigned just prior to the trial and it is ho^ed that 
the trial will commence on March 1 , 1944, 

Bureau letter to the Kansas City Field Division dated 
July 14, !?<*£, in the case entitled "UNITED STATES 
versus GLP4LL 3,'WINROD with aliases, et al, SEDITION." 

AT WAW.L .TCT-t, hi 0. .. • 


•- This reo-ijt is b'eing'wi itten to reflect the recent indictment 
of 30 persons for having violate. Socti^O.l, Title 18, U..S. Code, also known 
as the-Peace Time Sedition Statue,- In * 7 lew of the fact that all of these 
persons are charged as conspirators en'iy cne report is being ureuared to reflect A 
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in\rdeK t ^\e A B^au°m!y\ nUI ° ber ^ f / 0Pie8 ° f thls report fU-e being prepared 
"UNIT3D ST4IES vs. GERALD B^ WINK® Coples ' f * r the file entitled 
Defendant, SEDITION," Bureau file 65-9483 6t 0EEALI> B ' WIHE0I) i 

with a sufficient number of copies so^hnt o!»°^ ureau la also being furnished - 
file of ee.ch person listed in 'this-report * R h • placed in the subject 

indicted *r considered by the soecialGmn/i T havin ^ been reindicted, previously 
these reports will contain the n«mo n-r + h u f?' n °t indicted* Each one of 
One copy of this report is beW^LLd in ******** in the title. 

Field Office of the“persons lifted ?n thi« f abj ® ct file in the Washington 

are being sent to the office of ori^n 1 Tw ° Co * ies of this report 

concerning each person listed in thfs report l^C^rtVo'r °° DdUOted 

Columbia reflects It ?%?’ ? iStriot C °^. ^ict of 

by a special Grander or having rtolatedtcUcn^iu^^.T^^Oodet" 

1, JOSEPH 3. HcWlLLIAtyS 

2* GEORGE E. DEATHERAGE 

3. WILLIAM HOLLEY PEL LEY 

4, JAMES TRUE 

' ;5, EDWARD JAMES SKYTHE 

• 6. LAWESETUE DENNIS v - 

7 - “"“El**® BE °®sram> t alias COUNT tictoh 
OHEili?. -SPIIULoyjcH 

I • 

8. HOPEH! 1 EDWARDS EDMONDSON 
9* Fe J, PAM7;H SAGE- 
10, WILLIAM ROBERT LYMAN, JR. 

' ' 11. GARLAND L. ALDERMAN 

j «— 12, GERALDS. WINROD ! ' ‘ j ' v 





I m _ 13, ELIZABETH TILLING, was 

14. CHARLES B, HUTSON 

15, ELMER J. GARNER 

16, GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK alias JAMES BURR HAMILTON 

17. PRESCOTT PREESE DENNETT 

18, GERHART WILHEIM KUNZE 

19. AUGUST KLAPPROTT 
80, HERMAN kAX SCHWINN 

21. hans tikbel ' 

22. .ERANZ K t FERENZ 

23. ERNEST PRETERIK EIMHUEST 

• 24. ROBERT NOBLE 
25. ELLIS 0, JONES 

. 36. EUGENE NELSON'SANCTUARY 

27. TAVID BAXTER, with aliases JOHN PEPPER, JOHN E. RANT 

28. LOIS TE LAFAYETTE WASHBURN, alias T,N.T. 

29. PRANK W. CLARK,-alias G.P. 

30. PETER STAHR3NBERG 

• The indictment returned by the special Grand Jury on 
January 3, 1944, sets forth that in 1933 the National Socialist German Workers 
Party, -also known as the Nazi Party, came into power in Germany upon a -program 
announce^Jg^its leaders to destroy democracy throughout the world and establish 



















fascistj forme of government in place of the forms of government then existing 
in the Uni^WrStates end other countries. As a means of accomplishing their 
objective the Nazi Party carried on a campaign of propaganda designed and 
intended to impair and undermine the loyalty and morale of the military and 
naval forces of the United States and other countries. The persons listed above 
joined in this movement and program and actively cooperated with each other and 
with the leaders-of the Nazi Party to accomplish the objectives of said 
Nazi Party in the United States. * 

The 30 persons above-listed in violation of Section- 11, 
Title 18, U. S. Code, unlawfully, wilfully, feloniously and knowingly conspired 
with each other and officials of the German Keich to commit acts prohibited 
by Section 9, Title 18, U r S, Code in that they, with intent to interfere with, 
impair and influence the loyalty, morale and discipline of the military and 
naval forces of the United States 

*+ ~ * 

1, Advised, counseled and caused insubordination, 

disloyalty, mutiny and refusal of duty by members 
of the military and naval forces of the United States; 
and 

• * 2. Distributed and caused to be distributed written and 

printed matter, advising, counseling, and urging 
insubordination^ disloyalty, mutiny and refusal of duty 
by members of the military and naval forces of the 
United States, * 

The indictment goes on to point out that the defendants, 
in carrying out the conspiracy printed, published and distributed many magazines, 
books, \leaflets, circulars, etc,, and also organized, supported, used and 
controlled a number of organizations, and further that through the publications 
and organizations they disseminated oral, written and printed statements charging 
among other things, that democracy was decadent and that a National Socialist or. 
Fascist form of government should be established in the United States. 

The indictment lists many other charges disseminated by 
the 30 defendants and which charges are aimed at the loaders of the United States 
and the democratic system and are designed to undermine the loyalty and morale 
of the armed,forces. 
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1 Two copies of the indictment which were furnished to the 

Washing toif"PTeld Division "by the Bureau are being made a part of the Washington 
Field Office file in the case entitled tt U,S. VS. GERALD B, WINROD, with aliases, 
et al, SEDITION.” 

Persons previously indicted by a special Grand Jury in the 
District of Columbia on January 4, 1943, but who were not reindicted by the 
special Grand Jury on January 3, 1944, are as follows; 

1 . WILLIAM GRIFFIN ... 

2. NEW YORK ENQUIRER, INC. 

\ 

3. PAQUITA m SHISHMAREFF, with aliases 

- 4. HUDSON DE* PRIEST 


5. WILLIAM KULLQREN 

6 , C. LEON DE ARYAN 


7. COURT ASHER 

8, OSCAR BRUHBACK 

- 9, RALPH TOWNSEND . 

10, DONALD HcDANIEL 

11 , OTTO BRENl^RKANN, aka OTTO BRENNEMANN 

12, JAMES F. GARNER, 

Although these persons were not reindicted on January 3, 
1944, the original indictment against them is. still outstanding* 

A number of persons were considered by the Grand Jury which 
returned the indictment against the 30 persons on January 3, 1944, but these 
persons werevnot indicted along with the ethers, and they are as follows; 
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1. mm b; allen 

2. IDA HAS COOPER 

3, JOHN EOGHAN KELLY 

4, HERVIN K." HART 

5* HUBERT- SCHMUEDERRICH 
6. EERLINANI) HANSEN 


7* HOHER MAERTZ 
/ 8. LAURA INGALLS 
' 9, JOSEPH P. KAKP 


-1 

1 

fvvl 


10. RALPH BEAVER STRASSBURGER • •; 

tn the Ate p °? J S nuaT y 17 • 1944 . Attorney JOHN KSDMJ, Social Assistant 

that thf ooeTn ^ De P a f<T nt of J^tioe, Washington. D. C„ advised 

that the special Grand Jury which returned the indictment against the 30 

persons on January 3, 1944, was still in session, and that additional testimony 
“ j HowBver . he 414 <i°t expect any additional subjects to he 

to h^wll indicted. He advised that as a matter of convenience 

for the defendants and also as a matter of economy, the defendants were to be 

H^ r f^thar J ^ t t ll e f th e f the -, tria1, He antici P ate4 that all would plead not guilty. 

common a nujrtsr of unforeseen things happen the trial should 
commence aoout harch. 1, 1944. 
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v/ D Date! 1 *" 1 Kay 12, '1945 . 
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'rfcXJ' fiV , \r i The American EmbaeBjr \ * 

&$y ;V ’ ■: .‘*- v r->:. Mexico, D,' f. ..•■'* * •' * N\;W- <' 
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4 Hr. Robert W, Wall, Jr, 

i* •< _ . - _ - 


y '-.Tro*i J ’John Edgar Hoortr ■* plrector, Tederal Bureau of Inreetigatloli 
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: , Laura Houghtnling Ingalls, speed flier And self-styled *inter- 
nntional Mata Earl,", was conrlcted in the Federal District Court for the 
District of ColoahiA,'l^idny,-'Fehroary 13, 1942, on a charge that she acted 

• as a paid agent of the German Reich without registering with the State 

* Department i ' Boh-hAlred and graying, the aviatrlx and erstwhile noninter- ; 

’ ventionlst was convicted byaa Jury of 10 men and 2 women .in one hour and 

was sentenced to serve from 8 months to 2 years in prison. 




\\ 


Jl'rv'. ,r C. r 23 minutes. -She was 
: •’ This • is '•'■•th 


• v uuE io the only instance that has come to the attention of U. S. 
author it ie e. where a German Embassy official'actually contracted, with a 
' • natlve-ljorn American clttsen : to influence public opinion toward nonlnter- s 


ji 


.•vent ion and neutrality.''; Miss Ingalls was convicted of violating the^K"' 
v-;;. / Registratlon^Act of 1938, as amended, requiring registration with the'***?'" • • 
Secretary of State of all agent's^of foreign principals engaged in propaganda 

’ fiS8$-V ‘V activities' ‘in’-the United States.* • **£ '.*?•' !'• V. 

• - V U :v Miss : Ingalls admltted^acceptlng money from' a German diplomat wh 


«? 


while 

she was promoting American neutrality in 1941. When convicted, Piss. 

:IngallsV;only comment was,: "Well,✓it's Friday the 13th.** Her defense was 



Mm 


she exulted oyer Germany 1 * opaquest .of Cre 
British battle cruiser Hopd.^Jvf 5 ‘ s ' i; ' 


he destruction of the'*: 

^ Miss'Ingalls* first known contact with Vtt^OT/l^^l -re^ese^&tive 

-V- 0 f’ German;Government occurred In January, 1941,* vheiy •Fi 0 ^® 4 ™e 
German Embassy if-1439 Massachusetts Avenue i Northwest, watnlington, DVC.', 
and offeved her services to the German government. " It is known,"also, that ^,y 
she made an appointment In April, 1941,. for an Intervlew.with Hans Thomsen.- 
Min i slay Plenipotentiary and charge *d* Affaires; ad interim,' German Embassf. y, 
' a ^ efforts’* to lnterest .Thomsen'^hoVevarv were unsuccessful. 1 During Jul*- 
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an organisation known as the "Mothers of Lob Angeles,* and wider their 
sponsorship flew to Washington, D. C., In early August, 1941, as a courier 
to present letters addressed to the President and Vice President, urging]- 
neutrality. At the time of this visit to Washington, Mies Ingalls met V 
Jt&ia Kraus, an employeo of the Alley Dwelling Authority, a subdivision of 
tap District of Colombia government. Ml si Kraus was a woman of pronounced 
OermniMiympnthles and was personally acquainted with Fritz Wagner, and his 
wife Bernhard Wagner, who were employed as domestics in the residence of 
Baron Ulrich von Gienanth, Second Secretary of the German Embassy, Chevy 
.vi. Chase, Maryland. . Through the, intercession of Miss Kraus, Laura Ingalls 1 *. ■**.. 
• ’ first conferred with Baron von Gienanth oh September 17, 1941, at his home. ' 

R result of this conference and subsequent negotiations, a tentative . .1. 
agreement was reached whereby Miss Ingalls would be paid $250.00 per month. :? • 
• > This verbal contract was subsequently revised to Increase this salary to 

$300.00 a month. - It was agreed that Julia Kraus and the Wagners would act 
./ as intermediaries between Baron von Gienanth and Miss Ingalls, and thAt 
V^fv., aliases would be used by all parties concerned In correspondence and other- 
/v.-T'-' : wise. ;Baron von Gienanth was to be known as "Mother," Miss Ingalls as 

"Silent*;-and Miss Kraus as **Guten Rutch" .(happy.landings). The aliases for. r 
; Miss Ingalls and Miss Kraus varied at times; however,, that of Baron von - r . jv 
Olenanth remained, cons taut v*. K ‘ r-3.?' •*;).* ■\'"V -■'*■£ '• ' • \ ,\Y'4? :• - '• *'■ 

•> ' ; ••Tv-4. 

• -This' contract for services went Into effect on or about October 1, * 

' .1941, and during that month Miss Ingalls made thirteen appearances In flew 

; Tork Qlty and vicinity for the America First Committee and one appearance 
iHi'X for VoB,en United, a women *•* peace group.s She also accompanied a pilgrimage 
^e Brooklyn America First Chapter to Washington where a <3 enionstratlon 
ifefiT'. i .was staged against the revision of the Neutrality Act. For these eervlces,. 

.* she personally received from Baron yon Gienanth, while In New York City,, V-..V-V 
T . •* ***e sum. of $250.pO In cash..-.During November, 1941,.Miss Ingalls, continued ^v 
to Appear^ before the America First Committee Chapters In the New York airea,' : ‘V 


■: 
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’ • t • ' -V •: • *. • . ‘ f. . if;. '•'« '. . ... • 

/•! * Her^activities vere'ndt^liralted to making appearances befo»e ' • 

: America First Committee meetings,' but she also gave radio Interviews where .,; t 
V . these could be arranged.^'At the outbreak of the war she returned to U; ' . 
Washington, D* C;, where she was advised by Baron von Gienanth that her ' 
isfcvlqsi.*weye no longer required.. ^ v *‘ ... 

- ! • :■■■-. f =*•••' . //Vv ' 

The /investigation-was’ Intensified at this ,point and on December 17,:^ 
1941, hoth Miss Ingalls and-Miss’.Kraus were Interviewed by Special Agents • 

/•. -of the'FederaV Bureau of Investigation,.*and admissions of tholr activities v ,, 
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benefit of the American authorities, She at no time submitted Any of the 
™y>, ’ da tall • of her activities to the authorities. -Her obvious alibi vas not - 

J "i\ Y.believed by the Jury, in ▼ lav of the testimony sorting forth liar knovn jd-o 
Yi'' >v .',.pa* t sentiments, .toward Hitlar. and -.the Third, Reich. >/"•: y* 

A* lif • v ^ -1- v£V' ; V' ; •* 1 • C ‘4 x <s" - • « 'A '•* % -t*:; '♦* 

• ' I On Deoembar 18. 1941, a complaint vas filed against Kiss Ingalls 
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’ f V : On Deoembar 18. 1941*' a complaint vas filed against Kiss Ingalls 
baToxo*4>he United States Commissioner for the District of Colombia,- for 
violation of the Registration Act. . 

; Another interesting feature that occurred during the rapidly amoving 
developments if that Frits Vagner, on the evening of December 17, 1941, ; yS ‘ 5 

delivered $100.00* in caeh to Mrs. Julia Kraus,-mother of the intermediary, < % 
for delivery to Miss Ingalls.*•: This vas the final payment made in the natter* V 
and this-is aubstantUted.by Kiss Knmt,‘ that $100.00 vas still oved‘ber.^VQ" 
There is no - indication, hovevsr, 1 that Baron-von Cienanth recognised this 

debt, ; r 'X -*• mX-.1 ‘ Y X: - • 


- .&*$■> . >. 

. n. . ; Documentary evidence personally eecured from Miss Ingalls, from 

M&^/>^her residence In Rev York City, as veil • as . from the residence of Miss Kraus, .Y 
4 %*^‘^C;"^va« obtained by' valver 1 of search' and search! varrant." It consisted of ? “'*Y -y.: 
p p ersonal .diaries .and notebooks*, - a considerable, amount of America First, f. 

'l literature aSl other isdlationist’literature, together vith a' quantity*;cf y? 
\ : German propaganda published both in BerlinGermany, and by the German : ' r y''.‘/Y 
i SfcSS'V«• ' -Mibrary of Information in Rev Tork Oity. Indications are that Baron von >; ' ' 

ft • #1. 1L ft ft ft ft _____ Ji__ ftttf. nAM*. nh^a.lnl f A TnOT»l T ft - . 


g '/i Olenanth himself delivered some of the German material to Miss Ingalls, - ; 

| X: XX >Y.- V X i'X X * Vv, > . ••• Y ' 

§ :SfeVV:v ; ? V; ' ; . Miss Ingalls, in all of her speeches throughout the oountry vas. , 

jj vicious in her attacks against .the Administration, , and presented her argu- >, 

5 ^^| i ^il , if.iinents ! ln.a forceful/ and dramatic ’manner,* pressing', as her purpose,'to keep 
I *' Y : . America’ out' of var. ' Throughout the period,«* in' her s peaches and c orrespondence, 

vf$|^%Xehe reflected the Has! philosophy; Report* from numerous individual s;;ia ^ ^ir; 
Yi..avia$io.n ; ’and other field* indicate, that .Miss Mngalle^. vas of the belief .that 
Y Hitler and Ms Rational Socialismfvould; : ultimately come to the- United States, 

’/ and ’ that‘‘she vas,,more or less, a eelf-Appointed'emissary to prepare this., Y-. . 

| ;!. . conAtrJr fdththat contingency. <;-,T^®®« sentiment* dated back long before her ; 

S ;contact f yith• the German representatives .''f She even vent so far as to year v 


* : ' vontion and neutrality, vers so obnoxious that if she had made them ln tioe ' 
of var, it 1* reasonable to assume that they would have, been declared ; 
seditious. As an example, in her address .before the America First Committee 
Appleton; Vleconsln, Rovember-13, 1941,'she contended in part that "the >> 

- .• .l-ClL * V ’ ' _ > _ • a. a a.. ft ..-.aft... ft ft ' L. __ .(VI a /am 4Va aw ^a ^ 
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of reconquering America.* From the economic standpoint, she asserted that.. 

• if Germany von the war, the wage, .scale and standard of living in this -y,.* 

,,-vfi.tr- , county/ would, rise,-.and that thp .United States would he a great trade RationJ% 

SSSl/:?’: '^S repreaeiitative>f. thefdefeatism expounded 1 by this "Little • • 

%■£$&.,• *• ‘Tusfhrer," \' v;' aF>‘ *‘ v •/ * v •: 1 < j\ - Vi-•, '.* ' 
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Not Infrequently, Miss Ingalls in her correspondence would use 
auoh terras as "Hell Hitler." She reveled over Ally defeats. The reference 
•Kfe;/ • ‘books she used most were "Mein Knrapf" and - "My New Order," both written by 

^-Hitler., Many instances. were .found .where she would underline quotations that 
^^Particularly appealed to her.',^In her speech notesinnumerable Instances 

occurred where-verbatim quotations were taken from "My New Order" and "Keinjy- 
i; * ;;‘.Kanipf.* * These' speech notes were, the one* used *by’her in her appearances 4 • ' - 

: ; “before ■ the .America' ?irst Committee. '^V ; "v* V&’r v : - '• 

•' ' 

fttCyV'. * On the basis of this preponderant evidence, & Federal Grand Jury 

on December 23, 1941, returned an indictment against Kiss Ingalls. Sk**Wb- ■; 
sequently tendered a plea of nolo contendere to the Court, vhleh was denied, ' • 
and upon arraignment for trial entered a'plea of not guilty.^ On Friday, ? 
February 13, 1942, ,Miss Ingalls,was.convicted by the petit Jury sitting at 
: the District JJourt for, the District of-Colombia, and; was subsequently .7* 
sentenced to serve from'eight months to two years'.in an institution designated 

iv. r ' - rt -•* •- - '■ ‘ ' . «• •*,. ,.V : • ■ *,»■&* i ,■ 

* ' ‘ f ’ . tV.'^->7 'f* ti- *< y !;S ■ 

,. v .,, _ — about thirty-eight years of . 'j 

ft 6 Q * but during the investigation and trial scrupulously avoided making a ' ; V-' ; 
■ik-r .definite statement as to her nae. Info lunation from other Rourcua. however. 




sentenced, to serve from'eight-months'to 'two y< 

t ffx 1 • '' %'thf Attorney .Oenpral.;, No appekl .was' taken, 

.. Mtfpy' *•’ ’ f ’ " " v -‘. ' ‘ • • V - 5 • • 

Miss Ingalls contended that she was 

”•’ . a it a Viit tV. ..i .t _. 



^ license should not be revoked because of-her having flown through restricted 

• areas when she dropped.peace pamphlets from her airplane in the vicinity of 

. ^be Nhite House'and Capitol* f-At that time she was reportedly associated 

.'Vr<'**'!' * A- 4 --- « ' m • ! . ■ ». ........ ■ . .- 
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with 
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.th the Woraenfs National Committee to Keep the United States Out of Kar, ■ 

(W Tork : ^ity*y^^^-^ -f-’ ' • ‘ * ; v •; . S 

- : '\v •*. ‘ ’• . * •• vs ’ . • ;• >. ■ 5 ..s- 

' -‘-ism.V^Kiss'.Ingalls vnji ed^C^tedJLn ;Nev. York," Vienna; and Paris. ^S^el ; 
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' . • * Flying solo around South America in 1934,' Mias Ingalls complete; 

& jouflfcey of 22,000 till as, including a crossing.tho Andos, For this shs'^j 
regetved the Harmon Trophy and the TJ. 8.' women's award of the tlgue Inter- 
nationale dss .Aviatours. In October, 1935, she sot a new Vest-Fast trims- 
oo'ntlantal tJ. S. record, flying from Burbank, California, to Floyd 
Bonnott Field in 13 hours, 34 minutes. 


Miss Ingalls started her flying training at Roosevelt Field in ' ff ;. 
1928, went to St. Louis and became the first woman to graduate from a • ,v‘* 

government approved flying school. 1 - In 1930, she set new marks for acrobatics 
making 980 consecutive loops and 7i4 consecutive barrel rolls. • She set the -., 
first coast to coast air mark for/women, in 1930*\*per. time was 25 hours, ^, . 
35 minutes, ? \- • ’* -- ‘ r;> £v: : !V ;, '.// •*/ ;••• * . v ’r-V-\ 
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By reference from the Director’s Office on the afternoon of 
November 21, 19l*9> the captioned individual came to my office. She stated - 
that she had been to the Director's Office but had been informed that he yr^B 
out of town and that Mr. Petersen (Robert Petersen) had told her he did 
know when the Director would return to Washington. 


Mss Ingalls stated that this seemed to be a very unusual state of 
affairs to her that the Director would not advise his own office when he could 
be expected to be in his office. She said she thought the Director, as head 
of an important agency of the Government, should be available to discuss im¬ 
portant matters with people who came to see him. She stated that she knew he 
is undoubtedly a very busy man and that the demands upon his time must be very 
great indeed but that she was willing to wait for an appointment and that she 
did not desire to talk with anyone except Mr. Hoover, himself. 


I told Miss Ingalls that I would be very glad to take any information 
she had which might be of interest to the Bureau and assured her that any infor¬ 
mation furnished to me would receive whatever attention was warranted. 

She stated she did not desire to talk to anyone except the Director 
and added that what she had to discuss was of a somewhat personal nature and 
that therefore she wanted to discuss the matter with the Director personally. 

She then asked me if I would attempt to arrange an interview for her on either 
November 22 or 23, 19l*9* In her presence I phoned Mr. Gordon Nease who advised 
me that the Director would not be able to see Miss Ingalls on the days mentioned. 


7 


I told Miss Ingalls that the Director would not able to see her and „ 
again pointed out to her that I would take the information and that the Direct- * ) 
or would be advised of the information she had furnished. She again stated that 
she wanted to talk to the Director personal ly b ut that if she changed her mind 
she would call me again. On November 22 BESfiBn3tS3&K89BS& Miss Ingalls 
called me and stated that she had decided to return to New York and that she 
would attempt by correspondence to arrange an appointment with the Director. She 
added._that._the. information she possessed was not of an immediate urgent nature, 
but stated that she had made up her mind to see the Director and she did not « 
want to talk with , anyone else because she liked to carry through/with Arly glaffs^xr 
she had made. In view of her statement, it is anticipated tHStt she* jjWJF write ■ 

to the Director asking for a personal j Off? ' * $ j 

i For your information, Laura Ingalls was convicted Si federal District x 
Court f <Sr the District of Columbia, Friday, February 13y 19^2, on a charge that/* " 
she hadfacted as a paid agent of the German Reich without having registered with 
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the U. S. Department of State. She was sentenced to serve from eight months 
to two years in an institution to be designated by the Attorney General. She 
did not take an appeal from this sentence. 

-••She was born in New York City in 1896, and prior to her conviction 
was an internationally known aviatrix; and was prominently associated in 
aviation circles. 

ACTION 

None. The above is for your information. 
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New York, N. Y* 
January 5» . 1 95° 


Direct or J^FBI 





"N 


>,*' 


v-ri 

•A 

•YV* 


RE: MISS LAURA H« INCrALIS 

Dear Sirs 

Reference Is made to the Bureau's letter of D ?“® mb ?^ 1 w ea t 
19U9 (Buflle #100-54712) ^dressed^o Mise Laur^H.tlngaln 5^ - 

E %£lll contacted 2£’thf^eau should he. advised ,ror^o^ 
her purpose and any information supplied*- 

'• # = V This is to advise that M iss ^ > 

inis xa _ . . ■—tfnlked at considerable length, 

s mg 

S; SKs^^ 

;, , 

Tv I position with the Gentral Ihtelllg ence Agency . *<?.<£«*>/ 

m' Mias Irifialls further advised that a few months ag<$ she 
visited Alaska and btclnn interested In the possibility of operating 

°, -*, 4 -e r ^ 1 Q'hfl' qrfia that following her return to the United States she 

unere to uoo ua «■ *, . • ,, . onnoArad in True Magazine a few months 

Alaska had seen an article whi B PP . • a ^ go un^er the impressio:: 

ago which described her as a traitor. She^wa^aIso^under^t ^ 

woul<jl 'invite a thorough and 0 
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